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A Christmas Wish 


By Joseph Taylor Britan 


NCE more the season rolls around 
When , for Christian men, is found 
In thinking of the Saviour’s birth 
Which angel choirs announced to earth. 
It is the joy of sins forgiven, 
Of man’s condition felt in Heaven, <4 
Of God’s free gift of life and peace, 
Of promised days when war shall cease, 
When all the world shall brothers be, 
And victory our Lord shall see 
O’er Satan, sin, and anguished pain, 
And death no more shall ruthless reign. 
So shout aloud, ye angel choir! 
And mortal man to Heaven aspire! 
For Life eternal Thou dost bring 
O Christ our Prophet, Priest, and King. 
Once more a Christmas Day is here, 
And Christian hearts are filled with cheer. 
We wish that all your coming days 
May crowded be with joy and praise. 


te 
Treasure Hunting 
God’s Word will not yield its richest 


treasures to the searcher who is hurried. 
Those Christians whose lives seem most 


. mellow, loving, thoughtful, and humble, and 


who are able to give the wisest counsel, 
are the ones who have taken time to read, 
reread, and think about the Bible. A trout 
fisherman learned that when he came to 
a deep pool it would pay him to go quietly 
up to it and take time to look into its 
depths, At first he could see only the 
ruffled surface of the stream; then, as his 
eyes became more accustomed to it, he 
could see through the clear water to the 
bottom, with its smooth, round stones, 


white sand, and water-logged branches; 
then he would see the shadowy forms of 
three or four kinds of fish; and finally, 
he. could see the white-edged fins, mottled 
backs, and blunt noses of the speckled beau- 
ties he was seeking. If there were enough 
of them he would stay at that pool for 
an hour or two, and usually come away 
well repaid for his labor. It is much the 
same with the Bible. It is filled with pas- 
sages and texts that are like the deep pools, 
hiding great riches for the patient, thought- 
ful, and prayerful reader. He who comes 
to this wonderful Word with the prayer, 
“Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of thy law” (Psa. 119: 
18), soon learns that “he satisfieth the long- 
ing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with 
goodness” (Psa. 107:9). 


= 
The Refiner's Fire 


Refinement is a quality coveted by 
most men and women of the world. To 
them it means elegance, polish, culture, 
politeness. They are willing to study, travel, 
spend money, and do many other things 
to become refined people. The centuries 


“A Little 


An editorial by the 


N THE October Prayer Letter of the 

Belgian Gospel Mission, signed by O. 

Vansteenberghe who, with John C. Win- 
ston, is a Co-Director of the Mission, is 
the following refreshing study of an Old 
Testament text. Concerning it Mr. Van- 
steenberghe writes: “Our beloved Mrs. 
Norton, now in the Glory, had happily pre- 
pared in’advance several devotional mes- 
sages which as yet have not been used, and 
it is a source of much joy to us to be able 
to include the following message from her 
pen. May it bring comfort and inspiration 
to you, dear friends, whose sympathy and 
prayer help mean so much to us in these 
days.” 


“Yet will I be to them as a little 
sanctuary in the countries where they 
come” (Ezek. 11: 16). 


Written primarily for the dispersed of 
Israel, yet a very real and comforting ap- 
plication is for ourselves for whose in- 
struction and consolation every word of 
Scripture is indited. 

A sanctuary is a holy place of refuge; 
what a perfect picture of the shelter pro- 
vided for the Christian, “under his wings 





have obscured the original meaning of the 
word, and men usually think only of that 
refinement which is superficial. But there 
is a refining process carried on by God in 
every heart yielded to him, and the results 
are infinitely better than mere culture. “Be- 
hold, I have refined thee, but not with 
silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace 
of affliction,” said the Lord to Israel (isa. 
48:10), And again, “I will bring the third 
part through the fire, and will refine them 
as silver is refined” (Zech, 13:9). “He is 
like a refiner’s fire’? (Mal. 3:2). Our 
God is also “a consuming fire” (Heb. 12: 
29), and: in the furnace of affliction we 
sometimes think we are in the consuming 
fire. But, while our heavenly Father would 
consume the dross of our hearts, he wiil 
not consume us, his children, and in times 
of trial we are only in the refiner’s fire. 
Though the process may be painful, yet it 
is perfectly safe to desire the refinement 
that comes from his hands and to entrust 
ourselves to his care. The fire will not 
burn one moment too long and, with the 
hymn writer, we may hear God say, even 
in the midst of suffering, “I only design 
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to 
refine,” 


5 “i 
anctuary 
late Edith F. Norton 


abiding.” Indeed, the figure of sheltering 
wings is more than once used in Scripture, 
as in Ruth 2:12, “Under whose wings 
thou art come to trust,” and Psalms 17: 
8; 36:73; 57:1; 61:4; 63:7; 91:4. How 
beautifully these passages read: “Hide 
me under the shadow of thy wings.” “How 
excellent is. thy lovingkindness, O God! 
therefore the children of men put their trust 
under the shadow of thy wings.” “In the 
shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, 
until these calamities be overpast.” “I will 
trust in the covert of thy wings.” “Be- 
cause thou hast been my help, therefore in 
the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.” 
“He shall cover thee with his feathers, and 
under his wings shalt thou trust.” How 
poignant the heart cry of our blessed Lord! 
“How often would’I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not!” (Matt. 23: 37.) 

But we are struck by the expression, 
“a little sanctuary.” There is nothing little 
about his holiness or the might of his 
power to protect, so why that qualifying 
adjective “little’? The real rendering 


should be, “a sanctuary for a little while,” 
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which makes all clear. We have, in truth, 
a holy place of refuge, ever accessible to 
us, in the little time of our earthly sojourn. 
On high, in the celestial Home, we will 
have no need of God as a refuge from pur- 
suing ills,—he will be our all, and we 
shall eternally bask in the bliss of being 
with him where he is; but here upon earth, 
harassed as we are, we have daily need 
of the sanctuary. 

What are some of the things that make 
one seek refuge? A pursuing enemy will 
do it. And have we not such a sinister, 
tireless enemy in Satan? Each day he is 
on our trail, seeking our downfall, not only 
that we ourselves may lose our heavenly 
reward, but that through our defection he 
may strike a blow at all God’s Kingdom. 
The higher we stand in the counsels of 
God and the farther flung has been our 
testimony, the more persistent and insidious 
are Satan’s efforts to discredit that testi- 
mony and overthrow the weight of our past 
example. What need we have of daily 
fleeing to the sanctuary, and there do we 
receive not only protection but the wisdom 
and understanding necessary to meet and 
vanquish this foe of our spirit. 

David was all but overcome by Satan; 
having fallen into the trap of listless dis- 
couragement so common a snare for the 


saints, he began actually to complain 
against God. “What use is it to be up- 
right? I only suffer; the ungodly have 


the best of it in this world,” and so on, 
and so on.. We all know the sound of such 
plaints; we both hear them from fellow 
Christians and are guilty of them ourselves. 
And then David bethinks himself of the 
place of refuge, and thither repairs: “Un- 
til I went into the sanctuary of God; then 
understood I their end” (Psa. 73:17). Of 
course! and if he had not entered therein 
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his complaining might ultimately have led 
him into open rebellion, 

Still another peril there is that sends 
one hastening to a secure shelter, — that 
of a threatening storm. When clouds grow 
black overhead, their darkness shot through 
with ominous lightning flashes, then feet 
cannot hurry fast enough toward the secur- 
ity of home. So with us: as never before, 
perhaps, in the history of Christ’s Church, 
his followers have need to abide in the 
sanctuary. The enemies that confront us 
are legion—enemies so mighty that we 
seem as pygmies before them. The storm 
clouds above us are heavy with potential 
disaster ; from every quarter tempests seem 
to be descending upon us, untried, inex- 
perienced trials menace. “We have no 
might against this great company that 
cometh. against us; neither know we what 
to do: but our eyes are upon thee” (2 
Chron. 20:12). Therefore, “to the sanc- 
tuary”! There alone can the storm have 
no power over us. Blessedly, there is also 
refuge for us in the sanctuary of God from 
dangers that have no existence save in our 
own imaginations and fears. «These are 
ofttimes harder to bear than actualities. To 
be saved from our fears,—he, our God, 
has made provision for even this, and we 
never need have shame to run to him often 
with these reiterated and imaginary evils 
that hound our days. He welcomes us ever. 
He reproaches or shames us never. His 
sanctuary is always ready to receive us, 
and abiding there, peace shall be our por- 
tion — that peace so unnatural to the world 
that it can never understand it, and, not 
understanding, but the rather resenting our 
possession of it, can never in its enmity 
be allowed to take it away from us. “Safe 
in the arms of Jesus,” a holy refuge, ours 
until Glory dawns. 

















NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 








A Lost Anchor 


Can you explain how the Protestant 
church lost its leadership in (1) Philosophy, 
(2) Statesmanship? ee 

Why is the Sadducee philosophy so prev- 
alent among the Hebrews and is now being 
adopted by the world as well as by a large 
part of the Christian church?—A Pennsyl- 
venia reader. 

When a ship breaks its anchor chain, it 
becomes the sport of every wind and wave. 
In proportion as the Protestant churches 
in America have given up their belief that 
the whole Bible is the verbally inspired 
and infallible Word of God, so they have 
lost their influence for righteousness and 
their power to win souls. The false teach- 
ing of evolution is one of the main causes 
of this breakdown, and with it the higher 
criticism, and the two usually go hand in 
hand. 

The men and women who founded the 
American nation anchored it to the Bible. 
Its early schools and colleges were founded 
to build up young people in the Christian 
faith, and its first statesmen believed and 

read the Bible and looked to God for wis- 
dom. As the teaching of evolution crept 
into our educational institutions, students 
lost their faith in the first two chapters 


of Genesis and this in turn led them to 
doubt other portions of the Bible and finally 
the whole Bible. Professors and scholars 
no longer heeded Paui’s warning to Tim- 
othy to avoid “oppositions of science falsely 
so called: which some professing have erred 
concerning the faith” (1 Tim. 6:20, 21). 
These students grew up and took their 
places as teachers and lawmakers, writing 
textbooks permeated with evolution and 
becoming lax in the righteous and impar- 
tial administration of the law. A thousand 
temptations beat constantly upon the soul, 
but when the anchor is gone, it becomes the 
sport of the world, the flesh, and the Devil. 

In the earl: days of our land there_was 
of course much wickedness, but there were 
certain standards of law and order and 
righteovsness which men did not question. 
Men broke the Ten Commandments, but 
they knew they were breaking them, and 
there was a more general acknowledg- 
ment than there is today of God as the 
judge of all the earth and the Bible as his 
Word. Sixty years ago Dr. Henry Clay 
Trumbull, the Editor of THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Tres, asked President Ulysses 
S. Grant for a message to the Sunday 
schools to be used in the special Centennial 
Number of the Times, in honor of the 
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Centennial Exhibition of 1876 at Philadel- 
phia. Dr, Trumbull received the follow- 
ing reply, which was published at -that 
time and again in the Jubilee Number, 
January 2, 1909: 
Washington, June 6, 1876. 

To the Editor of The Sunday School Times. 

Philadelphia. 

Your favor of yesterday asking a mes- 
sage from me to the children and youth 
of the United States to accompany your 
Centennial number, is this moment received. 

My advice to Sunday schools no matter 
what their denomination is: Hold fast to 
the Bible as the sheet anchor of your lib- 
erties, write its precepts in your hearts 
and practice them in your lives. 

To the influence of this Book are we in- 
debted for all the progress made in true 
civilization and to this we must look as 
our guide in the future. 

“Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin 
is a reproach to any people.” 

Yours respectfully, 
U. S. Grant. 


By “the Sadducee philosophy” referred 
to in the Pennsylvania reader’s letter is 
presumably meant the materialistic view of 
life, which rejects the supernatural. It 
was the Sadducees who said “that there 
is no resurrection” (Matt, 22:23). They 
were “not strictly a sect, but rather those 
amongst the Jews who denied the existence 
of angels or other spirits, and all miracles, 
especially the resurrection. They were the 
religious rationalists of the time, and 


‘strongly entrenched in the Sanhedrin and 


priesthood. They are identified with no 
affirmative doctrine, but mere deniers of 
the supernatural”: (Scofield). The rea- 
son this philosophy is so prevalent in a 
large part of the Christian church is be- 
cause for decades many leaders have been 
gradually undermining the faith of the peo- 
ple by questioning the truth of many parts 
of the Bible. The Jews as a people still 
reject Christ and the New Testament, and 
many, like the Modernists in Protestant 
churches, reject parts of the Old Testa- 
ment. 

Like the Psalmist of old, we may well 
ask: “If the foundations be destroyed, 
what can the righteous do?” (Psa. 11: 3.) 
The lawlessness in our land is appalling, 
wickedness is more open than ever, and 
apostasy is spreading in the churches, but 
the “impregnable rock of Holy Scripture” 
is unshaken. Thousands of Christians are 
praying for revival, and “that blessed hope” 
of the Second Coming of the Lord shines 
more brightly for the Christian as each 
year passes. But even if the American 
nation as a whole should not turn back to 
God, individual Christians — and there are 
still multitudes of them in America, — can 
cling to the Bible, and Christian parents 
especially can build their homes upon it. 
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). When 
Christian fathers and mothers give the 
Bible its rightful place in the home, through 
family worship and other means, the whole 
atmosphere is changed, and the children 
are strengthened as they go out into the 
world to meet temptations of every sort. 
And wherever pastors and Sunday school 
teachers consistently preach and teach the 
Word, robust Christian life among the peo- 
ple is the result, and this in turn brings 
blessing to the community. 
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By RICHARD E. DAY, D.D. 


“ My Human Lips Filled With the Word!” 

















Chapter Il 


A Mother's Purpose, and 
a Daughter's Stewardship 


IME goes fast enough in a great 

i city parish, but events ran like a mill 

race immediately after “The Shadow 
of the Broad Brim” was forwarded. In 
less than a week a letter came from Miss 
Washburne which made the air-mail plane 
seem like an angel of good tidings: 

“Your book reached me last evening. I 
immediately set to work to read it, and it 
is delightful to have at hand such a treat- 
ment in this hour of superficiality. I re- 
joice you stand true in these days of apos- 
tasy. I shall deem it a privilege in any 
way whatever to be of any help and assist- 
ance to you in gathering material for the 
biography of my uncle .. .” 

This letter was shortly followed by the 
delivery of a number of parcels, the value 
of which was overwhelming. As I looked 
over these treasures—bundles of letters 
bound in faded ribbons, legal documents, 
rare old pictures,—such a sense of- re- 
sponsibility settled on me that I found my- 
self praying: “Oh, God, infill me with the 
Holy Spirit, that I may do this work aright. 
May this mother in Israel not be defeated 
in her purpose by my lack of grace!” 

For I now had in hand the Washburne 
Collection! If “Bush Aglow” makes any 
contribution to the Centennial celebrations, 
let me gladly give the credit te Miss Wash- 
burne and her sainted mother, Mrs, Frank- 
lin Bryant Washburne. That is why the 
book is dedicated to Miss Washburne. 

Miss Washburne herself was “a pleasant 
revelation.” Letters on matters of detail 
went back and forth—for almost as valu- 
able as her mother’s collection were Miss 
Washburne’s personal views and memories. 
The new acquaintance was consummated 
in a personal visit which Deborah and I 
made to Racine. Well, we shall have to 
confess Miss Washburne a Fundamentalist, 
just like her uncle; loyal to the whole Bible 
pattern of truth. But instead of a person 
“cranky on subjects of religion” (as had 
been intimated by the Hollywoodite) we 
found her to be a woman of sweetest faith, 
deep prayer, and victorious living in the 
presence of the heaviest trials. 

If her distinguished uncle were here, 
rather than at Home with the Lord, I 
am sure that he would rejoice in her cour- 
age, her humble spirit, her Gospel loyalty, 


Last week Dr. Day told of his desire 
to write a centennial biography of 
Moody. There were difficulties in the 
way, because of earlier copyrighted 
works, yet he was convinced that there 
must be new source material some- 
where. Then came the information 
that Miss Miriam Elim Washburne of 
Racine had in her possession Moody 
fragments gathered by her mother, 
Moody’s youngest sister, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Clapp Washburne. Dr. Day wrote 
Miss Washburne inquiring about the 
use of this collection in writing a biog- 
raphy, sent her a copy of his biography 
of Spurgeon, “The Shadow of the 
Broad Brim,” and then “sat down to 
wait and pray.” 

This is the second article in Dr. 
Day’s series, which will be continued- 
in an early issue. 








and her unclouded faith in hardships that 
would break most of us. 
* a * * 


Little by little the full details of this 
Collection came out. Mrs. Franklin Bryant 
Washburne (Moody’s youngest sister) was 
one of the twins born tc Betsey Moody, 
June 24, 1841, following the death of her 





Mrs. Elizabeth Moody Washburne, D.L.’s 
youngest sister; her daughter Miriam Elim, 
and her son Ralph Hastings Washburne. 





husband Edwin, May 28, 1841. The other 
twin was the poor lad of broken health, 
Samuel Holton Moody, who died at thirty- 
five, October 6, 1876. 

But Elizabeth Clapp Moody was a girl 
of abounding health and vitality, with 
startling mental and Spiritual similarities 
to her brother, Dwight Lyman. As soon 
as she was old enough to think for herself, 
her life became completely colored by her 
love for D. L. To her, no human being, 
save her mother Betsey, was so much like 
unto Christ. Her own letters, like the let- 
ters of Emma Charlotte Revell, are full 
of “D. L.—D. L.—D. L.!” She (age 
twenty-six) made a special trip to Chicago, 
August 26, 1867, so that D. L. could help 
in her marriage to her young fiance, Dr. 
Franklin Bryant Washburne.. Herewith is 
a quotation from the letter she wrote home 
to her mother Betsey on August 30; 1867: 

“Dearest Mother: I came to Chicago 
where I found Bryant and Emma [the 
young Mrs. D. L. Moody] waiting me. 
I received from them a cordial welcome, 
it is not necessary for me to say. We 
immediately repaired to the rooms of the 
Y. M. C. A. where we met D. ‘L. 
and his minister, Rev. J. H. Harwood. 
[She meant the man whom D. L. had 
selected as ordained associate in the newly 
erected Illinois Street Church.] At half- 
past two Bryant and I were married by 
the last named individual whom I liked 
very much. We ail dined at the eating 
rooms of the same association [Honeymoon 
breakfast!]. Rev. Harwood then left us. 
Then we with Dwight and wife rode about 
the city until half-past four, at which time 
Emma and littlhe Emma, Bryant, and my- 
self took the cars, the former for Evans- 
ton, and we for Racine .. .” 

No sooner had her young dentist hus- 
band hung out his shingle in Racine than 
she began to collect objects relating to 
Betsey, her mother, and D. L., her brother. 
The idea took shape that this growing 
treasury would afford a ground for some 
future biographer “who would have my 
brother’s viewpoints.” In all the Lives 
where they displayed any departure from 
Moody’s faith, she wrote vigorous com- 
ments in the margins. Often have 1 smiled 
as I have read these. 

As her daughter, Miss Miriam, was 
“growing up,” Mrs. Washburne told her 
what the plan was, and charged her to 
hold the objects in sacred trust until “God’s 
man came along.” Then on July 14, 1925, 
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this remarkable woman, at the age of 
eighty-four, entered the Gates of Glory. 
I feel honored to lift her from the un- 
‘deserved obscurity into which she has come. 
What a power she was! Her own Bible 
study outlines are as remarkable as her 
life. Think!—she taught a class in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Racine until 
she was over eighty. Forceful, independ- 
ent personality. I have spent hours reading 
her own correspondence, none of which 
was proper material in preparing “Bush 
Aglow,” but all of which was indispensable 
in preparing me to write it. This dynamic 
Christian with a heart of gold was gener- 
ous to a fault: the letters disclose frequent 
money loans to one or another scion of the 
family tree, much of which, alas, never 
got back to her. But, undismayed, she 
remained Lady Bountiful to the end. 
* * * * 


“Daughter, keep these things until God’s 
man comes along.” My heart is still bur- 
dened with the weight which those words 
of the heroic mother put upon it. The more 
thoroughly life proves unto us our lack of 
merit, and the unreasonable grace it took 
to deal with us, the more we fly to escape 
any suggestion of personal worth. Be- 
loved Dr. Gray had it right — one’s proud- 
est title after all is, 

“I’m only a sinner 
Saved by grace!” 

But now that it’s all over, and the 
biography is printed, there is a consolation. 
However much “Bush Aglow”’ may miss 
the mark, I sincerely tried, ‘prayed that 
my human best might be filled with the 
Spirit. Prayed over each sentence, wept 
over every chapter. 

Sincerely tried to copy—as I learned 
from D. L.— God's lovely words into my 
poor sentences, — even when I didn’t give 
credit for it. God’s Word belongs to each 
of us personally! We can never be plagi- 
arists when we quote it as our own! My 
human lips filled with the Word. 

And “the heat of my heart” was that 
I might so use this Eldorado Mother Lode 
that a thousand young evangels in Cen- 
tennial Year might gain the same flaming 
zeal that came to D. L.— My human lips 
filled with His Word! 


Dr. Day’s next article will be entitled 
“Hopeful Looks at His Treasures.” 








Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















Snowbound 


E HAVE been snowbound for more 

than forty-eight hours, as I write, 

all bottled up snugly in our own Little 
America. For hours we have been strain- 
ing our ears in vain for the welcome roar 
of the giant snow plow which sooner or 
later will come to our -rescue. Meanwhile 
no mail can reach us, and all the while 
we have the uneasy consciousness that the 
bairns are away out there somewhere be- 
yond those impenetrable wastes of snow. 
It was much more fun to be snowbound 
back in the days when we were all together. 
I am glad that I had a real taste of gen- 
uime pioneer life when there was still new 
country, long before the radio was dreamed 
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of, even before the telephone was in com- 
mon use. I cannot boast of having been 
born in a log house, as was my oldest 
sister; but I have on memory’s wall many 
sketches from a few very early years spent 
in a rude, half-finished house on a pioneer 
farm. Fortunately for you I do not re- 
call that much overworked grasshopper 
invasion, but snake episodes were plentiful. 
“Distinctly I remember” that once as I 
sat playing on the floor a neighborly reptile 
came slithering gracefully through some 
crevice. I recall climbing to an unfinished 
chamber clad in a woolly nightie and arctic 
overshoes, setting the overshoes well un- 
der the bed iest they be filled with sifting 
snow and awakening all warm.in my cozy 
nest to see crisp, sparkling rime on walls 
and _bedclothes. 

Best of all is the memory of the big 
blizzard. My father had set out in the 
bright sunshine of a winter morning on an 
errand that was to keep him away some 
two or three hours. Soon after he left 
a strange haze obscured the sun, and sud- 
denly the air was full of snow. We chil- 
dren sensed our mother’s anxiety as the 
hours passed, and the wind rose, and a 
premature twilight settled in. Chore time 
came, and no Father. Mother found her 
way to the barn and back with the aid of 
the clothesline. The available wood supply 
dwindled. The big woodpile had been long 
ago obliterated, and Mother began grimly 
to chop up some packing boxes. Supper 
was a silent, tasteless affair. Bedtime 
came, but we pleaded with Mother to let 
us share her vigil. As we huddled by the 
meager fire she took down her Bible. Her 
head was bowed for a moment’s prayer 
for guidance and comfort. Then the book 
fell open to the Fourth Psalm. Never 
since have I read the words, “I will both 
lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, 
Lord, only makest me dwell in safety,” 
without thinking of the big blizzard. Al- 
most immediately after the reading our 
hearts bounded with joy at the sound of a 
great stamping at the back door. Father’s 
dear voice was saying. “Upset three times 
with my load. Supper for six, and one to 
eat it!” 








When the Choir Sings 


By Philip E. Howard 


UT of the stillness rises a note, 
As in the forest the voice of a bird 
Wakens the silences down the dim aisles. 
Silvery clear are its cadences heard. 


Listen ! for voices are joining the song, 
Deeper and higher, fuller and free 

Blending in power, majestic, entrancing, 
Heavenly music beginning to be. 


Discords of life are resolved by the magic 
Of harmonies melted in this golden stream, 

That bears us away in melodious flowing 
Onward and onward as those in a dream. 

Rest ye your spirits, all who are burdened! 
Joyous the lyrical lilt of the song, 

Steady and sure is the faith of the singers 
Bearing the Word to the listening throng. 


The music is ending. How gently the leader 
Hushes the chorus, subdues the refrain ! 

The music is passing in sweet benediction, 
Its echoes in memory long shall remain. 
Dedicate. .¢ the leader and members of the Hough- 

ton College Choir by one of the many who have been 


lifted up into “heavenly places” by the power and 
sweetness of their consecrated voices. 
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Notes from a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















A Side Light on the Lesson in This Issue 


And the darkness comprehended 
not (John 1:5). 


HE word for comprehend is lambano 

with the preposition kata before it and 
means “perceived.” In the eleventh verse 
the verb /ambano is used with the preposi- 
tion para before it and the meaning is to 
“receive.” Finally, Jambano is used in the 
twelfth verse without preposition. There 
is a sequence here. The Gentile world was 
wrapped in darkness so intense that it was 
unable to perceive the light. It had no 
intimation .or dream of the holy light in 
the Bethlehem khan. When the Lord later 
came to his own (land, “Jehovah’s land’) 
his own (people) received him not. “The 
compound parelabon has a certain grave 
character, as that of the Israelitish author- 
ities receiving in the name of the theocratic 
nation its divine king.” “But as many as 
received him” (elabon without preposition) 
implies the substitution of individual faith 
for collective national action. Ta idia 
probata, his own sheep (John 10:4) now 
take the place of ta idia, his own people of 
John 1:11. 

And we beheld his glory (v. 14). We, 
that is the apostles, especially Peter, James, 
and John: The reference is probably to 
the Transfiguration glory. “Which we 
have heard, which we have seen” (1 John 
1:1) and “We have not followed cunningly 
devised fables . . . [we] were eyewitnesses 
of his glory” (2 Pet. 1:16). This plural 
makes a multiplied testimony. John the 
Baptist and Paul use the singular form in 
their testimony. The word “beheld” im- 
plies intentness of gaze. Abbott-Smith’s 
Manual Lexicon says: “In early writers 
with a sense of wondering.” It is the Olivet 
word, “Why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven?” (Acts 1:11.) 

And grace for grace (vy. 16). Anti is 
grace in exchange for grace. Under the 
law a grace was obtained in payment for 
some sacrifice, but in the Christian dis- 
pensation the claim for a fresh grace rests 
on grace already given. What a contrast 
to the Psalmist’s words, “Add iniquity unto 
their iniquity: and let them not come into 
thy righteousness” (Psa. 69: 27). 

John might have used the preposition epi, 
grace piled on grace (as in Philippians 2: 
27, “sorrow upon sorrow’). Instead he 
used anti, “in exchange for,” to bring out 
the utter gratuitousness of grace abound- 
ing. 

we 


Lord, how come wicked thoughts to 
molest me in my prayers, when I desire 
and endeavor only to attend thy service? 
Now.I perceive the cause thereof, at other 
times I have willingly entertained them, and 
now they entertain themselves against my 
will. I acknowledge Thy justice, that what 
formerly I have invited, now I cannot ex- 
pel. Give me hereafter to bolt out such ill 
guests. The best way to be rid of such 
bad thoughts in my prayers is not to re- 
ceive them out of my prayers—Andrew 
Fuller. 
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With the Gospel in one sentence ; salvation verses ; 
a favorite chapter; and soul-wianers’ texts 


Mastering John’s Gospel—Central Book of the Bible 


By Robert C. McQuilkin cotemtic'Sivie Cottese 








Gospel according to John, God’s love 

story for men. And this Gospel is 
in a true sense the central book of the 
Bible, 


1. The Place of John’s Gospel in the 
Bible.—Genesis is the book of the old crea- 
tion. John is pre-eminently the book of 
the new creation. It is not an accident that 
both of these books open with the tremen- 
dous words “In the beginning”: in Genesis, 
“In the beginning God .. .”; in — 
“In the beginning was the Word. 
the Word was God.” In Genesis the ba 
of God’s creation are set forth at the 
beginning of time. In John the Creator 
himself is revealed to men, he who was 
in the beginning, before all time. The first 
spoken words recorded from God are the 
words in Genesis 1; 3, “Let there be light,” 
and light shined in the darkness of early 
chaos. In the first chapter of John we 
have him who is the Light of men set 
forth, coming to shine in the darkness that 
sin brought upon God’s good creation. 

All of the Old Testament points toward 
the coming One and is a preparation for 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke; then in John 
we have the heart of the Gospel as the 
deeper spiritual meanings of the other three 
Gospels are interpreted. The fourth Gos- 
pel also prepares the way for the Acts 
of the Apostles and the Epistles. If the 
Gospel according to Luke be read in con- 
nection with the opening of Acts, it will 
be seen that the beloved physician imme- 
diately takes up the thread of the story 
where he left it in the Gospel. One may 
ask, why should Acts not follow imme- 
diately upon Luke? The answer is that 
the revelation of the Lord Jesus, and the 
revelation concerning the Holy Spirit as 
given in John are a necessary preparation 
for understanding the great Day when the 
Holy Spirit came and for understanding 
the later teaching concerning the Holy 
Spirit. And so it is with other vital doc- 
trines, 

There are four words that have been 
used to set forth in a striking way the 
central emphasis of each of the four Gos- 
pels, words that are found in four Old 
Testament passages: (1) “Behold, thy 
king!” (Zech. 9:9): the message of Mat- 
thew, with Jewish readers especially in 


$5 HE best loved book in the Bible is the 


mind. (2) “Behold, my -servant!” (Isa. 
42:1): the message of Mark, addressed 
particularly to Roman readers. (3) “Be- 


hold, the man!” (Zech. 6:12): the mes- 
sage of Luke written for the Greeks or 
the Gentiles. (4) “Behold, your God!” 
(Isa. 40:9): the appeal and message of 
John, written for all Christians, for unbe- 
lievers, for Jews, and for Gentiles. 

In considering these striking facts about 
the Gospels, however, we must carefully 
mark the truth that in each of the four 
Gospels the Lord Jesus is set forth as 
King, as Servant, as Son of man, and as 
God our Saviour, and the message of each 
Gospel is for ail Christians. In the case 





You may wonder why any book of the 
Bible should be called central. But 
did you know that the key verse of 
John expresses the purpose of every 
other book in the Bible as well? Did 
you know that John explains the 
deeper meanings of the other Gospels, 
and prepares the way for the Acts and 
the Epistles? Dr. McQuilkin shows 
that these things are true.’ In this ar- 
ticle (reprinted from the Times, Dec. 
12, 1931), he points out many remark- 
able characteristics of this Gospel, and 
gives outlines and principles of study 
that will be welcome to all Sunday 
school workers as they look forward 
to the coming lessons. 








of John pre-eminently the Lord Jesus is 
not only set forth as God, but he is re- 
vealed as the Son of man, and as Servant, 
and as King. 


2. Characteristics of John’s Geapal 
What are some of the characteristics that 
make John for most Christians the best 
loved book in the Bible, and the charac- 
teristics that distinguish it from other 
books? John 3:16, the glorious Gospel in 
a golden sentence, is one of the answers. 
Many other precious summings up of the 
Gospel are found in the book. Doubtless 
more souls have been saved through some 
verse in this Gospel than through the 
verses of any other book. Every Chris- 
tian should know by heart, and know how 
to use in personal soul-winning, John 1: 
12; John 3:16; John 3:36; John 5:24; 
John 6:37; 6:47, and many others. The 
study of John in the coming months should 
stir many Sunday school teachers and pupils 
to personal work and to definite results 
in soul-winning. The fourteenth chapter 
of John, with its “Let not your heart be 
troubled,” is another reason John has its 
central place in the Christian’s heart. If 
believers were asked to name their two 
favorite chapters in the Bible, doubtless 
the Twenty-third Psalm and the fourteenth 
of John would win most of the votes. The 
fifteenth chapter, concerning the vine and 
the branches, and the sublime prayer in 
the seventeenth chapter, also make their 
great and peculiar appeal. The Gospel is 
intensely personal. There are the personal 
interviews with Nicodemus and with the 
woman at the well, and there is the personal 
farewell message to the disciples. Of the 
878 verses, 419 contain the words of our 
Lord, of which. 270 consist altogether of 
his own words. 

John omits much of what is found in the 
other Gospels. Among the notable omis- 
sions are the genealogy, the birth, the boy- 
hood, the temptation, the sermon on the 
mount, the Lord’s Supper, Gethsemane, 
twenty-seven of the miracles, the parables, 
the discourse on prophecy. Much that John 
gives is entirely new. Six of the eight 
miracles that he records are found only in 
John, including the resurrection of Laz- 
arus, the man born blind, the water turned 


into wine. The early Judean ministry is 
recorded only here, including the message 
on the new birth. The great discourses 
on the bread of life, the good shepherd, 
the farewell message to the disciples are 
given only in John. Nearly all the mir- 
acles are followed by a messagé or dis- 
course that sets forth the spiritual mean- 
ings. It seems evident that this glorious 
Gospel was written by the beloved apostle 
after all the New Testament, except his 
own writings, had been finished, and that 
he gives in some sense a supreme revela- 
tion that confirms and presses home ia 
new and personal and authoritative ways 
the faith once for all delivered to the saints, 
The Gospel forms the basis for his own 
marvelous letter which is a further unfold- 
ing of fellowship with the Eternal Life that 
was with the Father, and was manifested 
to men (£ John 1: 1-4). 

3. Four Aims in Studying John’s 
Gospel.— 

(1) Study to know the contents: the 
many things, 

(2) Study to know the central message: 
the one thing. 

(3) Study to experience the Life, 

(4) Study to pass the message, and the 
Life, on to others. 

When the three months’ studies in the 
Gospel according to John are completed 
there is no reason why every pupil in every 
class should not be able to give from mem- 
ory the contents of the book. Each of 
the twenty-one chapters of this Gospel 
treats two or three topics, and one way 
to learn the contents is to aim to give the 
contents of each chapter in a few sug- 
gestive words. For example: 


Chapter one: The Word made flesh, the 
witness of John the Baptist, the witness 
of the first disciples. 

Chapter three: Interview with Nico- 
demus on the birth from above, trip to 
Judza, and John the Baptist’s final tes- 
timony on the baptism from above. 

Chapter five: Lame man healed at the 
pool of Bethesda, discourse on Christ as 
the source of life, four witnesses to 
Christ. 

And so on through the twenty-one 
chapters, the contents may be summed 
up. 

The contents of the Gospel may also be 
viewed in the four clearly marked divisions 
in the Gospel. 


4. An Outline of John’s Gospel.— 
I. The Sublime Preview 
of the Gospel — The 
Word made flesh ... 
II. The Revelation to the 
WVOPIG . 4c: omnes ka cess 

III. The Revelation to the . 


1: 1-18 


1: 19 to 12: 50 


Inner Circle ......., 13 to 17 
IV. Glorification in Death 
and Resurrection ... 18 to 21 


The section on 


the revelation. to. the 
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world, from 1: 19 to the end of the twelfth 
chapter, falls naturally into the following 
divisions : 


A. Preparing the inner 

CR 8 Bs aes oben I: 19to02: 12 
B. Beginning the public 

SRN Sk 6 0c s.aes 0 os 2:13t04: 54 
C. Wider public ministry 

and conflict with the 

WOOD 6% 5. bc vine Mhwe Oe 5: Lto1r: 57 
D. The closing of Christ’s 

public ministry ...... 12: 1to 50 


In chapter twelve we have the summing 
up of the results of the revelation to the 
world. In that chapter we find Christ as 
the judge and the divider of men, as the 
conflict between faith and unbelief finds 
its culmination. At this point in the reve- 
lation “he departed and hid himself from 
them.” Then follows the holy place of 
the Gospel, the revelation to the inner circle, 
from chapters thirteen to sixteen, preced- 
ing the sublime prayer, which has well been 
called “the holy of holies.” The same reve- 
lation that is given to the world is given 
to the disciples in this farewell message, and 
the same truths also appear as our Lord 
speaks to the Father. 

What is that great revelation? What is 
the great purpose of the Gospel, the one 
central message set forth by “the many 
things”? 

5. The Great Purpose of John’s Gospel. 
There is a perfect key for the study of 
the Gospel according to John, and this key 
is found in connection with the purpese of 
the writer. John tells us that if all the 
things that Jesus did and said should be 
written, the world could not contain the 
books that should be written. But out of 
all this vast number of things, John, under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, selected 
those that are recorded in this Gospel. 
How precious they should be to us! The 
things he records are calculated perfectly 
to fulfill the purpose that the Holy Spirit 
had in mind, and John gives us this pur- 
pose in direct statement in John 20: 31: 
“But these are written, that ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing ye might have 
life through his name.” Notice that this 
verse expresses not only the purpose of 
this Gospel but the purpose of every book 
in the Bible. Be sure to commit the verse 
to memory. And then, whatever other 
method of study we follow for this Gospel, 
let us apply the key that the author gives 
us in John 20: 31. 

From this verse we see that there are 
three great messages in the book. The 
central message is the PERSON of Jesus, who 
is presented as the Christ and as the Son 
of God. This Person has come to bring 
ure. He has come to give life to men, 
and this life is to be had through BELIEVING. 
We have, then, three questions that are 
answered in John: 

1. Who is Jesus? 2. What is life? 

3. What does it mean to believe? 

These three great messages are one, for 
the Person is found to be the life, and he 
is the object of faith, The words “life” 
and “living” occur in John fifty times. The 
words “believe,” “believing,” and other 
forms, occur one hundred times. And the 

. various names of our blessed Lord are 
mentioned in. this Gospel more than three 
hundred and eighty times, a number far 
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in excess of any other New Testament 
book. 

It is frequently said that the great pur- 
pose of john is to present Jesus Christ 
as God. But it is more than that. The 
Gospel is to show that Jesus is the Christ 
or the Messiah, and that this Messiah is 
the divine Son of God, God manifest to 
men in the flesh. And this revelation is 
to the definite end that men might have 
life. The Gospel, therefore, is a revelation 
of Christ as the Life and of what eternal 
life means. Men are linked with the life- 
giving Son of God through faith, and so 
the Gospel from this aspect is a revelation 
of what faith is, and a record of the great 
conflict between faith and unbelief. 

in every miracle recorded in John, in 
every discourse, in every event, we might 
say in every verse, the writer keeps before 
him this definite purpose of revealing Jesus 
as the Christ, the Son of God who gives 
life to those who believe. 

There are eight miracles in the Gospel, 
not counting the greatest of all the mir- 
acles, the resurrection of our Lord, toward 
which all the others point. Each of these 
signs reveals the Person of Christ, gives a 
manifestation of Life, and is designed to 
draw forth faith. Each’ miracle, or sign, 
in John is really a record of two miracles, 
the earthly physical miracle and _ that 
greater spiritual miracle which the earthly 
sign sets forth. 

The opening of the eyes of the man born 
blind is the background of the greater mir- 
acle of opening the eyes of his heart. We 
have in this ninth chapter a progressive 
revelation of the person of Christ, and with 
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it the growth in the faith of the man. When 
they asked him who healed him, it is first 
“the man that is called Jesus.’ Then he 
is “a prophet”; then the man acknowledges 
that he is His disciple. Finally he looks 
upon the man Jesus with those eyes that 
Christ had opened, and answers His chal- 
lenge: “Dost thou believe on the Son of 
God?” When the blind man said, “Lord, 
I believe,” he worshiped Jesus Christ as 
God his Saviour. 

From the fifth chapter to the eleventh 
we have the terrific conflict between Christ 
and the rulers, gaining in intensity, and 
always a conflict between faith and unbe- 
lief. Our Lord is presented in chapter 
five as the source of life, in chapter six 
as the bread of life, in chapter seven as 
the one who gives the Holy Spirit, the 
water of life, in chapters eight and nine 
as the light of life and the liberator from 
sin, in chapter ten as the good Shepherd, 
in chapter eleven as the resurrection and 
the life. Thus in the resurrection of Laz- 
arus we have the culminating sign, draw- 


‘ing out faith on the part of all the Jews 


who witness the miracle, and climaxing 
the unbelief of his enemies as they definitely 
determine to put him to death. From a 
human standpoint it cost the life of the 
Lord Jesus himself to raise his friend Laz- 
arus, and from the eternal and divine stand- 
point it cost His life to raise us up from 
condemnation and death to justification and 
life. 

From the very beginning the faithful 
witness, John the Baptist, presents our Lord 
as “the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world.” In our Lord’s own 
salvation message in the third chapter, we 
face two great facts about eternal life: a 
man MusT be born of the Spirit, the Son 
of man Must die, in order that whosoever 
believeth in him may have eternal life. The 
way of life, then, is through the death of 
him who is the Life. Every other baby 
born into the world was born in order to 
live. The Lord Jesus was born in 
order to die. One of the great key verses 
of the Gospel, John 10:10, tells us that 
Jesus came in order that we might have 
life. And in a true sense he came that 
he might have death, for in that way only 
could we have life, 

Rich results will come from the special 
study of great doctrines or topics as they 
are presented in John; outstanding among 
them is the message on the deity of Christ, 
and the message concerning the Holy 
Spirit. For the central purpose of the 
Gospel is to reveal Christ the life, and 
the way by which this life comes to men. 
We must be born of the Spirit, and then 
live by the Spirit, — rivers of living water 
flowing out from within. Thus it is that 
the Lord Jesus is proclaimed by John as 
the Lamb of God, and also as the One 


who is to baptize in the Holy Spirit. Thus 


it is that all the glorious movement in 
the Gospel goes forward to that great day 
when he shall die and rise again, ascend 
and give the Holy Spirit, who will unite 
, us with Christ our Life, and will take of the 
things of Christ and reveal them unto us. 

John is written for sinners that they 
might believe unto life. It is written also 
for Christians that they might believe unto 
the daily enjoyment of the abundant, vic- 
torious life. 


Cotumsta, S. C, 
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LESSON 1. 








JANUARY 3. THE SON OF GOD BECOMES MAN 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 1:1-51; printed text, John 421-18 
Golden Text.—The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.—Jobn 4214 


a 














Kinc James VERSION 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 

2 The same was in the beginning with God. 

3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 

4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

5 And the So rs shineth in darkness; and the darkness compre- 
hended it not. 
_ 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, 
that all men through him might believe. 
ta 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 

ight. 

9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. 


10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not. 

11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth. 

15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he 
of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: 
for he was before me. 

16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 


17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came ° 


by Jesus Christ. 


18 No ‘man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the begin- 
ning with God. 3 All things were made through him; and without 
him + was not anything made that hath been made. 4 In him was 
life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shineth 
in the darkness; and the darkness * apprehended it not. 6 There 
came a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7 The same 
came for witness, that he might bear witness of the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came that 
he might bear witness of the light. 9 *There was the true light, 
even the light which lighteth * every ‘in, coming into the world. 
to He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 
and the world knew him not. 11 He came unto ®his own, and they 
that were his own received him not. 12 But as many as received 
him, to them gave he the right to become children of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: 13 who were *born, not of * blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became ‘flesh, and ® dwelt among us (and we 
beheld his glory, glory as of * the only begotten from the per 9 
full of grace and truth. 15 John beareth witness of him, and crie 
saying, #® This was he of whom I said, He that cometh after me 
is become before me: for he was “before me. 16 For of his fulness 
we all received, and “grace for grace. 17 For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 Ne 
man hath seen God at any time; “the only begotten Son, who is 
in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 


1Or, was not anything made. That which hath been made 
was life in him; and the life, etc. * Or, overcame. See chap. 
12:35 (Gr.). £ Or, The true light, which lighteth every man, 
was coming. ‘Or, every man as he cometh. °Gr., his own 
things. *®Or, begotten. ™Gr., bloods. *Gr., tabernacled. *Or, 
an only begotten from a father. Comp. Heb. 11: 17. “Some 
ancient authorities read, {this was he that said). ™Gr., first 
in regard of me. ™Or, grace upon grace. ™ Many very ancient 
authorities read, God only begotten. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 




















The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


66 AKE time to behold Him,” is a 
beautiful interpretation of the 
familiar and loved hymn: “Take 

time to be holy.” That is what we shall 

be doing when we take time to study the 

Gospel of John. For the fourth Gospel 

was written that we might behold God in 

the Lord Jesus Christ. John wrote the 
last book of the Bible, the Revelation of 

Jesus Christ. But his Gospel also is that 

very thing—a revelation of the Son of 

God, as he moved among men. All the 

Bible is fragrant with Christ, but perhaps 

no other book is so fragrant with Christ 

as this best loved book in the world, the 

Gospel according to “the disciple whom 

Jesus loved.” It is a happy way to begin 

our new year of Bible study, with this 

book of the new creation. Let us study 
it that John’s purpose in writing it may 
be fulfilled in our own lives, in the lives 
of our pupils, and of many others through 
us and them (John 20:31). 


The Historical Setting 


John wrote his Gospel probably some 
time after A. D. 90, when all of the New 
Testament was completed except for his 
own writings. In a striking way his Gos- 
pel climaxes and sets the seal to the four 
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Gospels, his first letter is a climax to the 
Epistles, and the Revelation is the seal 
and the culmination of the whole Bible. 
We may consider our Lord’s baptism as 
occurring in the fall of A. D. 26, and the 
call of the first disciple recorded in John 
as coming just after the forty days of 
temptation. 


Verse by Verse 


John 1:1.—In the beginning was. In 
all eternity past, before the beginning of 
time and the universe, the One now to 
be introduced was in existence (cf. v. 6). 
The Word. As the revelation and the 
expression of the infinite God, haw appro- 
priate is this name for the Son of God. 
This is not a title borrowed from philo- 
sophical discussion, but an inspired name 
of the Son of God (Rev. 19:13). The 
Word was with God. There are personal 
relations in the Godhead. 


Verse 3.—All things were made by him. 
More accurately, “through him.” All cre- 
ated things were from God the Father as 
the source, through God the Son as the 
channel, by God the Holy Spirit as the 
agent. 

Verse 4.—In him was life. Essential, un- 
created life, such as only God has (cf. 
John 5: 26). The life was the light of men. 
Christ is the Light because he is the Life. 

Verse 5.—The light shineth in darkness. 
The world lies in darkness (1 John 5: 19). 
The darkness comprehended it not. This 





word, “lay hold upon,” probably means 
here “overcame it not,” as in John 12: 35, 
bringing out the glorious truth that the 
light will never be put out by the darkness 
(see R. V. mar.). Another possible mean- 
ing is that darkness cannot understand light 
(1 John 3:1). 

Verse 6—There was a man sent from 
God. “There came,” different from “was” 
in verse 1, which means eternally existed. 
Whose name wes John. “John,” Hebrew 
Johanan, means favored by God, or the 
gift of God. What precious gifts were 
these two Johns — the Baptist and the John 
who is writing! 

Verse 9.—The true Light. The “real” 
Light of which all material light is a 
shadow, as “the true vine,” “the true 
bread.” Which lighteth every man. Not 
that each man has some kind of “inner 
light,” but that every man who is lighted 
or receives light must do so through him 
who is the only Light (2 Cor. 4:4; John 
12:36). That cometh into the world. Re- 
fers to Christ, the Light. 

Verse 13—Born ... of God. Of the 
Holy Spirit (John 3: 3, 5, 8; cf. Gen. 1: 2). 

Verse 14.—The Word was made flesh. 
All that goes before prepares for this state- 
ment of the stupendous truth of the in- 
carnation; God become man. Dwelt among 
us. Immanuel, God with us. That we 
might forever dwell with him. Glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father. 
Glory, or manifested excellence, is the 
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character of God, and therefore such as 
befits the only begotten of God. Full of 
grace and truth. The “lovingkindness and 
truth” of the Old Testament. 


Verse 16.—Of his fulness have all we 
received. John the Baptist, and all the 
prophets, received from him who preceded 
them all. Grace for grace. Probably 
meaning grace upon grace, — abundant 
grace supplied to all forerunners, and to us. 

Verse 17.—Law was given by Moses. 
The law was a shadow of the good things 
to come, Christ the substance and realiza- 
tion of grace and truth. 


Verse 18—No man hath seen God at 
any time. In his infinite, eternal essence, 
God cannot be seen by man (1 Tim. 1:17; 
6:16). Yet he is revealed to man, and 
man may see him (John 14:9). The only 
begotten Son. The two oldest manuscripts 
read, “the only begotten God,” which many 
scholars regard as the true reading. He 
hath declared him. Men see God in -God 
the Son, who was made flesh, the Word 
of God, who is the “image of the invisible 
God” (Col. 1:14), the invisible God made 
visible. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Three great creation miracles are linked 
together in the sublime preview of the Gos- 
pel according to John. There is the crea- 
tion of the world, when all things were 
made through the Son of God. Since the 
completion of the work of creation, no new 
thing appeared in the world until that mo- 
ment when the Creator of the universe be- 
came man, and through this incarnation 
God became a part of his own creation. 
John beheld his glory. John was filled 
with grace and truth through him. Like 
his predecessor John the Baptist, John the 
apostle becomes a witness to us of this 
glorious Light of .the world. We also 
have the privilege of beholding his glory, 
and of receiving him. Then occurs that 
third great miracle of creation, when the 
believer becomes a son of God. The Son 
of God who came to earth then takes up 
his abode in his heart. The mighty mir- 
acle of the incarnation finds its end in 
many mighty miracles of the new birth by 
the Holy. Spirit, and the indwelling of 
Christ in human hearts. From the very 
beginning John writes everything he writes 
that we might believe that this Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that through 
him we might have life. What is life? 
The life is in the Lord. To have the Life 
we must have him who is the Life. 


Lesson Outlines 

For an outline of the whole Gospel see 
the Foreview on page 857. 

THE THREEFOLD REVELATION 

Note: The threefold purpose of the Gos- 
pel as expressed in 20: 31 furnishes a key 
for the study of John 1: 1-18 and all other 
portions of the Gospel. 

1. The Son and Saviour whom God sent, 

2. ‘The Life that Christ gives. 

2. The faith that receives Him. 


A Great WITNESS CHAPTER 
. Witness of John the apostle: the Word 
made flesh, the Life and Light of men (1: 
1-18). 
2. Witness of John the Baptist: to the 
Messiah, the Lamb‘of God, ‘the Son of God, 
Baptizer in the Holy Spirit (1: 19-34). 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be > from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, ‘at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. Janvary 3.—The Son of God Bec 


WE ig cin bas ch bared 60003 cieee John 1: 1-51 
z. January 10.—New Life in Christ. 
John 2:1 to 3:36 
3. January 17.—Jesus the Water of Life. 
John 4: 1-54 
4. January 24—Two Miracles of Mercy. 
John 5:1 to 6:71 


5. January 31.—The Financial Cost of Alco- 
holic Beverages (The Economic Ap- 
proach to the Liquor Problem). 
Proverbs 21 : 17; 23 : 20, 21; Matthew 

24 2 45-51; John 6: 26, 27, 35 
6. February 7.—Jesus the Light of the 


Wort occ cceccccccrscaves John 7:1 to 9:41 

7. February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd. 
John 10 : 1-42 

8. February 21.—The Power of Jesus Over 
POG Fi Socscb cenccvags John 11:1 to 12:11 


9. February 28.—The New Commandment. 
John 12:12 to 13:38 


« 








3. Witness of the first disciples: to the 
Messiah, Son of God, King of Israel (1: 
35-51). 

Turee Works oF CREATION 
1. All things created through the Word. 
2. The Word made flesh. 


3. The new creation in each believer — 
born of God. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Father, Son, Holy Spirit. In John 1: 
1-18 we have at least four proofs that 
Jesus is God: (1) He is directly called 
God (vs. 1, 18). (2) He does what only 
God can do: create, and give life (vs. 3, 
4, 12). (3) Attributes. and perfections of 
God are ascribed to him: eternity, fullness, 
life (vs. 1, 2, 4, 13). (4) The title “only 
begotten” means that he is God (vs. 14, 
18; cf. John 19:7 with 5:18). The Holy 
Spirit is referred to in verse thirteen, when 
it states that believers are born “of God” 
(cf. John 3:5, 8). Father, Son, and Spirit 
are “with” one another, that is they have 
personal relations. This is what is meant 
by saying there are three Persons in the 
Trinity. But in essence the three are the 
one God, equal in power and glory. The 
passage in John indicates that God was (or 
is), from ali eternity, in his essential be- 
ing, Father, Son, and- Holy Spirit. There 
are three other chapters that set forth in 
a notable way this truth that Jesus is God: 
Hebrews 1, Colossians 1, Philippians 2. 


Four Aims in Studying John. See Pre- 


view on page 857. 
Practical and Personal Applications 


Have your pupils received Jesus Christ? 
The choice is a very definite one. We 
either receive him not or receive him (John 
I: 11, #2). There is no neutrality. 

Have you received Jesus Christ yourself? 
One of the greatest single weaknesses of 
the Sunday school is the large number of 
unsaved Sunday school teachers, or teachers 
whe are not sure of their salvation. 

Let us follow on to know the Lord. This 
marvelous book is a revelation of Christ, 
to the end that we may know him better. 

Study to experience the life. John is 
written not only that sinners might accept 
Christ but that believers might enter more 
fully into the abundant life. 
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Are we bringing others to Christ? Our 
part is just as simple as that of Andrew 
when he called his brother and brought him 
to Jesus. 


Memorize the eighteen verses of this les- 
son. Some more industrious souls might 
set themselves to memorize the whole Book 
of John in this three months’ study. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The infant Saviour was the only baby 
ever born into the world who was born 
with a definite purpose of dying: he was 
from the iegleins the Lamb of God. 

“Come and see” is the effective way to 


deal with all honest doubters about Jesus 
(John 1: 46). 


John’s prologue is not prose but sublime 
poetry —one of the greatest poems ever 
penned. 


The beginning in Genesis would have: 


come to a sad ending were it not for the 
new beginning when the Son of God be- 
came man. 

The Son of God, who came forth from 
the Father, also came out of Nazareth, from 
which men expected no good thing (John 
1: 46). 

When Christ became man, the Creator 
came to his world, and that world was 
created for the purpose of revealing him. 


When Simon met the Master, the mir-. 


acle of his transformation from Simon to 
Peter began. 


Very inviting are the first recorded 
words of our Lord after he began his min- 
istry: “What seek ye?” (John 1: 38.) 

After reading John’s prologue, how em- 
pty and vain are all the words about Jesus 
that regard him as less than God! 

Cotumpsia, S. C. 

bd 


Questions for Teacher and Class’ | 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written b three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — McQuilkin,; 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


Hi. many names or titles can you find 
in the first chapter of John, counting all 
the different forms 
2. What three witnesses by men, or by 
groups of men, are recorded in the first chap 
ter of John? 


3. John’s witness reveals two great things 
that the Lord Jesus was to do, the two things 
that were the goal of all his ministry. What 
were they? 


4. How does this chapter definitely connect 
Jesus Christ with the creation of the wni- 
verse ? 

5. What statement, recorded elsewhere, did 
our Lord make, confirming his pre-existence ? 

6. What is the most precious statement 
in this chapter from the standpoint of the 
sinner ? 

i Can you find, in the first chapter of 

n, four personal workers who led men to 
Christ ? 

8. Are all men sons of God? 

9. What four days of remarkable witness 
are mentioned in the first chapter of John? 

10, What reveals the greatness of John the 
Baptist and the mighty impression his min- 
istry made 


_. Answers fo the Questions 
_ The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 863 of this issue. 





Lesson for January 3 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
thank thee today beyond any words that we 
can use for the gift of thine only begotten Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We know that he was 
in the beginning with thyself, and as thyself. 
We thank thee that in him was life; and the 
life was the light of men. How wonderful it is 
that the light can shine in the darkness of 
our own day, and yet men do not comprehend 
it or follow it out of their own darkness into 
the light of thy love! We pray for those who 
still remain in darkness, and who have never 
heard that thou didst send thy Son to be the 
Saviour of the world. May the New Year, now 
beginning, bring new light to some of us who 
have not yet given ourselves to him, and may 
we not delay to accept him as the Saviour, and 
to put ourselves into his keeping. In his dear 
name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—“In the beginning” 
are the first words of our lesson today. And 
we are really just at the beginning of the 
first days of a new year for each one of 
us. No one can tell how much of that 
year God will let him have, but now that 
we stand at the beginning, we can consider 
what ought to be the highest meaning of 
this year to us, and to others whom we can 
reach. What a blessing it is that at the 
very beginning of things, God made his 
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loving plans to send into the world the 
Saviour who should save men from their 
sins, and that he should be in the world, 
even this world of ours which has so 
cruelly treated him. With the new year 
opening out before us, let us ask ourselves 
what each one of us is going to do with 
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the Lord Jesus, — the life and the light, so 
freely given to us by our heavenly Father. 
May no one of us attempt to live a single 
day longer in this new year without. putting 
the Lord Jesus at the beginning of every- 
thing, and resting all our affairs in him, 
as the days unfold. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Why” of It.—All things were 
made by him. . . . The world was made 
by him (John 1:3, 10). A finished job. 
Not. a single thing ever added. Not a 
single thing taken away or destroyed. Burn 
a match. Weigh the smoke and ash and 
they weigh the same as the unburnt match. 

All that modern discovery and invention 
have revealed have been in the world since 
the first chapter of Genesis. Radium and 
all other metals have been here since crea- 
tion. Man made in God’s image has 
learned how to put certain of these metals 
in combinations and start them moving to 
bring to pass that mysterious something 
we call “electricity,” from “amber” in which 
it was first started by a rub. It is thought 
gravitation is an electric manifestation. 

But why were not all these discoveries 
revealed at the first? Why all the long 
wait? Why swamps and deserts and not 
Edens? This was suggested by Bishop 
Cook of Delaware: 

One of the great joys of life is. the thrill 
of creating, of doing something worth 
while. A Millet, a Corot, a Barye, and 
thousands more painted and modeled along 
in a seventh heaven, even if no one pur- 
chased their work. 

In literature, think of the grinding labor 
of writing slowly with a goose quill the 
world’s great masterpieces. Many of them 
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starving in a garret as they do so. Ditto 
for the musicians. Think of Dickens, hour 
after hour, driving his pen to create those 
undying people so familiar to us all. Art- 
ists, writers, inventors, discoverers, all sus- 
tained by the thrill and inspiration of crea- 
tion. 

As I write, Mrs. Ridgway has been en- 
gaged for days upon a beautiful needle- 
point (petit-point) table cover for our 
daughter. It is slow, tedious, tiresome 
work, but she seems to be having fun. 
She is creating a lovely thing. I fancy 
I hear a loud “Amen” from all makers 
of beautiful things. 

God would have his children experience 
the joy, the exhilaration, the ennobling that 
comes from doing fine things. So in cre- 
ating the world he has léft man the rivers 
to harness, the swamps to drain, the deserts 
to flower and fruit, and a great “Treasure 
Hunt” for the secrets on the earth, under 
the earth, and above the earth. 


The Perfect One.—And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us,... full 
of grace and truth (v. 14). Through the, 
miracle of the virgin birth, the Word be- 
came flesh in the manner God had planned 
for “flesh” to come into this world of his. 

When the Word became flesh he had the 
same perfection as everything else of 
heavenly origin, and which is so beauti- 
fully expressed in the inspired words 
“Grace” and “Truth.” 

The two words “Grace” and “Truth” 
are so tremendously great they include 
everything that makes the perfect man. Our 
Lord himself says, “I am the .. . truth” 
(John 14:6). Isaiah tells us, “There is 
no beauty that we should desire him” (Isa. 
53:2). 

We cannot gild the gold, paint the pansy, 
perfume the violet, add a color to the rain- 
bow, or add a single grace to our Lord. 

One of England’s greatest men was Glad- 
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stone. When he was a lad at Eton, the 
name his schoolmates gave him was “Crys- 
tal.” He was so true every one could see 
right through him. In his manhood he 
was so full of that, which for lack of a 
better word we call “Grace,” that he could 
move hard-headed parliaments and swing 
a great nation noted for its conservatism. 

Gladstone lived so close to the Word 
who was made flesh that his constant com- 
panion was his Greek Testament. He 
wanted to keep as close to his Lord and 
Master as he possibly could without any 
aid from King James scholars or any of 
the so-called “revisers” and “modernizers.” 


What Did Jesus Look Like?—No man 
hath seen God at any time; the only begot- 
ten Son ... hath declared him (v. 18). 
God did a wise thing by requiring us to 
wait until we get Home before we can 
look upon his face. Outside of a com- 
paratively few people in one of the smallest 
corners of the Roman Empire the world 
never saw the face of the Lord Jesus. 
There are no likenesses of him. Not one 
of the sacred writers ventures to describe 
his personal appearance. 

We know not the Saviour’s height, nor 
his weight, nor the color of eyes or hair, 
nor a single particular. Not a single old 
or modern artist had or has even a hint 
as to just what he looked like, and they 
have had to depend upon imagination en- 
tirely. 

There is one thing, however, of which 
I am convinced. Our Lord did not look 


- anything like the poor, half starved, anemic 


creature some of the old artists depicted 
in painting and modeling. 

Anthony J. Biddle of Philadelphia, he of 
the famous Biddle Bible Classes of some 
years ago, himself a fine athlete, used to 
contend that Jesus was the perfectly de- 
veloped athlete. He undertook to prove it 
by showing that none other than such a 
strong man could have endured what the 
Lord Jesus did in the years of his ministry. 
Think it over yourself. 

Jesus was raised in a carpenter shop, 
where all work must be done by hand and 
the strong arm. The draw knife fashioned 
the yoke (“Take my yoke upon you... 
my yoke rides easy” — Matt. 11:29, 30). 
Ever work a draw knife all day? A door 
is a saw and plane proposition. Nazareth 
had no lumber yard, and when a board 
was wanted it must be sawed from the log. 
No doubt it was a familiar sight in Naz- 
areth to see Joseph on one end of a whip- 
saw and his Son on the other. Ever work 
one end of a whip-saw long enough to 
make a board? Well, it is a whole gym- 
nasium, 

To cure certain maladies and troubles 
the wise doctor often prescribes a cord of 
wood and a saw-buck. Yes, I think An- 
thony is right. Our Lord’s human train- 
ing would tend to make him a well de- 
veloped athlete. Jesus was God and Adam 
was made in God’s image, and God made 
a perfect man, of course. Isaiah 53:2 
refers to the last few days when he was 
“wounded,” “bruised” under “chastisement” 
and “stripes” (vs. 5-8). You can talk it 
over and have your own opinion. As for 
me I am with Anthony, and the two pic- 
tures of the Lord on my walls, one by 
an old master and one by a modern, are as 
Anthony Biddle would have the Lord Jesus. 
_ Coaresvitte, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send Saneretens 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration men Se and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged go to send anything without first secur- 
ing a * carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conliiigns of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constaatly having to be rejected A. the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 


The Contrasts in Christ.—The Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us 
(Golden Text). Christ hungered as man, 
and fed the hungry as God. He was hun- 
gry as man, and yet he is the Bread of 
Life. He was thirsty as man, and yet he 
says, “Let him that is athirst come.” He 
was weary, and yet he is our Rest. He 
prays, and yet he hears prayer. He was 
sold for thirty pieces of silver, and he re- 
deems the world. He was led as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and is the Good Shep- 
herd. He laid down his fife, and takes it 
again. He died, and gives life, and by 
dying destroyed death, He who is the 
Bread of Life began his ministry hunger- 
ing, and he who is the Water of Life ended 
his ministry thirsting—From The Chris- 
tian, Sent by Miss J. B. James, Toronto, 
Ont., Can. 


The Cave and the Sun.—And the light 
shineth in darkness (v. 5). There is an 
allegory written for the little ones, but 
serviceable to the grown folks: Once upon 
a time a Cave lived under the ground, as 
caves have the habit of doing. It had 
spent its lifetime in darkness. It heard a 
voice calling to it, “Come up into the light; 
come.and see the sunshine.” The Cave 
retorted, “I don’t know what you mean; 
there isn’t anything but darkness.” Finally 
the Cave ventured forth and was surprised 
to see light everywhere. Looking up to 
the Sun the Cave said, “Come with me and 
see the darkness.” The Sun asked, “What 
is darkness?” The Cave replied, “Come 
and see.” One day the Sun accepted the 
invitation. As it entered the cave it said, 
“Now show me your darkness!” But there 
was no darkness.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


Who Holds the Title?—He was in the 
world, and the world was made by him, 
and the world knew him not (v. 10). “Are 
the lawyers still searching for a clear title 
to Oakdeen?” asked John Kendricks of his 
friend. “Yes,” responded De Costa, “they 
are still at it, They have traced the title 
back to Lord Mayor Woodroffe of Eng- 
land, who in 1660 took out a claim. But 
there is a prior claim, it seems, and I tell 
my wife that I should not be surprised to 
see Adam’s name appearing on the title 
deed.” “And even then,” said Mr. Kend- 
ricks, “the title will mot be clear; there 
is a prior claim. “Why, I thought Adam 
was the first man on this terrestrial ball!” 
said De Costa in surprise. “If we trace 
the title decds of all estates to their origin, 
we shall find in the most ancient of ail 
land records this entry, ‘In the beginning 
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God created the heaven and the earth,’ and 
across every title deed that has been exe- 
cuted is God’s signature: ‘The earth is 
the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the 
world, and they that dwell therein,’” said 
Kendricks. “Then, if God’s signature is 
upon.all property, where does man’s claim 
come in?” asked De Costa. “We are at 
best but his tenants, and if we recognize 
his ownership, we are but squatters,” an- 
swered Kendricks—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Mrs. W. J. Garver, Washington, 
Pa. 


When the Prince Came.—He came unio 
his own, and his own received him not (v. 
11). When George V was crowned king, 
his eldest son went to the old Welsh Castle 
of Carnarvon to be received as Prince of 
Wales. Accompanied by David Lloyd 
George, greatest of living Welshmen, he 
approached the castle door. All within was 
still. The door was closed and barred. 
He knocked, but there was no answer. 
He knocked the third time, and the bar 
was drawn, the door was flung wide, and, 
as he entered, the castle was glorious with 
light and the hall vocal with song. The 
Prince had come unto his own,. and his 
own received him with singing welcome, 
It was not so with the Prince of Peace. 
“He came unto his own, and his own re- 
ceived him not.” He was in the world, 
and the world was made by him, and the 
world knew him not.—From the King’s 
Business. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


How They Became “Sons.”—As many 
as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name (v. 12). A Hindu 
convert in India could neither read nor 
write, but he got others to read the Bible 
to him. His favorite verse was John 1: 
12— “As many as received him, to them 
gave he the power to become the sons of 
God.” “I have received him,” said he, “so 
I have become a son of God.” He went 
back to his village radiantly happy. “I 
have become a son of God,” he cried. His 
life was so transformed, and his simple 
witness so éflective, that the villagers all 
wanted to become “sons of God,” too. He 
won the whole village for Christ and thou- 
sands of others besides. Why? Just be- 
cause he—a poor, illiterate Hindu —real- 
ized that he had indeed become “a son 
of God” and longed for others to become 
“sons” also—From “The Happy Christian,” 
by An Unknown Christian. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


News, Not Advice.—John bare witness 
of him, and cried, saying, This was he of 
whom I spake {y. 15). Speaking to minis- 
ters and writers, Dr. Halford E. Luccock 
of Yale Divinity School reminds us that 
“Christianity did not come into the world 
through the editorial page but through the 
news columns. “It was a news event, front 
page and stop-the-press news,” he con- 
tinues. “The Gospel was first preached 
as news. Whenever preaching dwindles 
to mere advice, becoming ‘editorial Chris- 
tianity,’ it evaporates into a cloud as vague 
2s Newfoundland’s fogs.”—From the Utica 
Observer-Dispatch. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D. Utica, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Curistian Youts is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for Janvary 3) 
1. There are twenty. See if you can find 


that many before reading the list: The 
Word. God. The Life. The Light. Only 
begotten of the Father. Jesus Christ. Only 
begotten Son. The Christ. Lord. That 
Prophet. Lamb of God. Son of God. Jesus 
Rabbi. Master. The Messiah. Jesus of Naz- 


areth. Son of Joseph. King of Israel. Son 
of man. Christ is also revealed as the Cre- 
ator, and as the Baptizer in the Holy Spirit, 
though these titles are not used. 

2. The witness of John, the writer of the 

1; the witness of: John the Baptist; the 
witness of the first disciples. 
’ 3, John revealed him as the Lamb of God 
who would take away the sin of the world. 
He revealed him as the one who would bap- 
tize in the Holy Spirit. 

4. In the first verse, by saying “In the be- 
ginning was the Word.” 

5: “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8: 
58).. 

6. “But as many as received him, to them 
gave he the power to become the sons of 
God” (v. 12). 

7. John the Baptist €vs. 36, 37). Andrew 
(vs. 40-42). The Lord Jesus himself (v. 
43). Philip (vs. 45, 46) 

8. No, they are creatures of God by crea- 
tion, but must become sons by belief in the 
Lord Jesus Christ (John 1: 12). 

9. When John witnessed to the priests and 
Levites (v. 19), when he witnessed concern- 
ing Jesus as the Lamb of God (v. 29), when 
he witnessed to two of his disciples (v. 35), 
when Jesus found Philip and Philip found 
Nathanael (v. 43). 

ro. He had to deny that he was Messiah, 
or Elijah, or the promised Prophet. 


+ 4 
‘Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “There was a man—” - 

Discussion: Which is the most valuable 
in meeting life’s great issues.— physical 
prowess, mental agility, or moral and spir- 
itual stamina? 


Pa 
Objective: Being a man that God can use. 











AY, fellows, there was a man! A real 

man. A man from his heels, all the 
way up his spinal column to the crown of 
his level head. That man was John the 
Baptist. He came out of the simple life 
of the wilderness, rugged, sun-hardened, 
and two-fisted. Fearless as a lion he was, 
and purposeful as a base-runner in the 
world series. If John the Baptist had gone 
in for football he would have bucked the 
‘line so hard it would have taken a row 
of iron men to stop him. Our Lord, in 
speaking of this man, said, “What went 
ye out into the wilderness to see? A 
reed shaken with the wind? But what 
went ye out for to see? A man clothed 
in soft raiment?” (Matt. 11:7, 8.) No, 
sir, John the Baptist was every inch a 
man. As a prophet of God he had the 
courage to stand up and tell people, high 
and low, that they should repent of their 
sins, and then he pointed them to Jesus 
Christ the Lamb of God as the Saviour of 
the world. He did not even hesitate to 
rebuke Herod the king and tell him he 
was unlawfully married, although in saying 
it he knew it meant to face imprisonment 
and death. Yes, sir, a real man; and he 
was called the Forerunner of Jesus Christ. 

Fellows, I heard just today of a high 
school boy who was backed up in a corner 
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and taunted by his schoolmates: when. he 
declined to join them in a proposed Sun- 
day excursion because he would thereby 
miss Sunday school and church. They 
asked him why he went to Sunday school 
anyhow, and he was brave enough to tell 
them that it was because he was a_ serv- 
ant of Jesus Christ. Then they called him 
a “sissy.” He took it on the chin and 
smiled. What do you think of that. fel- 
low? I say he had John the Baptist stuff 
in him, and if that is what may be called 
“sissy,” give me a sissy every time when 
there is a man’s job to be done. 

Luke has a very interesting way of in- 
troducing this man, John the Baptist. You 
find it in the first two verses of the third 
chapter of Luke’s record: “Now in the 
fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Cesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 
Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, 
and his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturza 
and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lv- 
sanias the tetrarch of Abilene, Annas and 
Caiaphas being the high priests, the word 
of God came unto John the son of Zach- 
arias in the wilderness. And he came into 
all the country about Jordan, preaching the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of 
sins,” 

When God selected a forerunner — an 
announcer —of the Prince of Glory, he 
passed over Czsar the emperor; passed 
over Pilate the governor; passed over 
Herod the king, and Philip and Lysanias 
the tetrarchs. Yes, he even passed over 
the high priests, and came down to a man 
of the common people whose name was 
John. This same John with his homespun 
coat of camel’s hair and a leather girdle 
about his loins, and whose food was the 
desert fare of locusts and wild honey. God 
was looking for a man who would serve 
his high and holy purpose —and plain, 
bold, blunt John was the man of his choice. 

Fellows, have you got the stuff in you 
that makes you willing for God to use you 
— however — whenever — wherever he 
wants to use you? Pray that the Holy 
Spirit will make it plain to you; that he 
will cut away all the false notions of life, 
and make you think straight. The highest 
level any life can reach is to be a roadway 
over which the King may walk, 
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Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of The Miracle Book Clubs 


HY do we need God with us? 

Suppose you take a pencil and list 
your personal reasons for needjng God. 
Next, write out the attributes and names 
of God. (Of course you Can't take time to 
do it all right now in Sunday school, and 
you'll want to study it out carefully, but 
you can do it at home with your Bible.) 
Next, list at least five instances in the Old 
Testament which show some measure of 
the, greatness of God’s power; and from 
the New Testament list at least five show- 
ing the Son of God to have the very same 
power, and that he was sent from Heaven 
for this very special reason, truly God sent 
to earth. Then describe the proof of God’s 
love. After you have listed a little of 
the proof of his power, and the proof of 
his love, then list your reasons for con- 
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sidering yourself worthy of being in God’s 
family, and state your ground for believing 
that God is with you. Shall we try it, 
girls? 

Often we read words telling glorious 
facts, but until the facts grip us and be- 
come part of our thinking. and of our 
actions, we are poor. If the facts concern 
Christ, then we want Christ to hold us 
close to himself. We want to be with the 
one we love. 

Is it God’s check book you wish or Christ 
himself? 

When God had Moses leading the chil- 
dren of Israel through the wilderness, there 
came a time when God declared: “Ye 
have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, 
and how I bare you on eagle’s wings, and 
brought you unto myself’ (Exod. 19: 4). 
Then he asked that he be allowed to de- 
liver them to the Promised Land in his 
power, but they chose to earn and merit 
their own way by doing whatever he would 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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say instead of accepting his work. They 
had been slaves so long that they could not 
accept rest even from God. 

So, instead of his carrying them as on 
eagle’s wings, God went with them, even 
as a nurse walks by the side of a naughty 
child who might be carried but prefers to 
get tired and to fall into the mud. 

Then all along the way, they fumed and 
complained at their weakness, until finally 
God said: “I will not go up in the midst 
of thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people” 
(Exed, 33: 3). 

Moses realized how great a tragedy it 
would be to have God remove himself, so 
Moses cried out: “If thy presence go not 
with me, carry us not up hence” (Exod. 
33: 15). 

What a comfort to have God say: “My 
presence shall go with thee, and I will give 
thee rest” (v. 14). 

Does this remind you of the words of 
Jesus Christ in Matthew 28: 20, “Lo, I am 
with you alway”? 

Last year a girl in a Miracle Book Club 
said of this verse, “It comforts me more 
than I can tell you. A few months ago 
when I was unsaved, I was so lonesome 
and heavy-hearted that I was miserable, 
but now I am rested by his presence, and 
having him IN me is such a sure and 
sweet way of having him with me” (Gal. 
2:20; 1 Cor. 3:16, 17). 

OAKLAND, CALIF, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Have pictures of several babies to show 
the class, and cards for the Golden Text. 
Psychologists tell us that children remem- 
ber ninety per cent of what they do. Writ- 
ing impresses facts on their minds. 











OW many of you boys and girls have 
a baby in your home? 

So many of you! Do you love them? 
Of course you do! 

Do your mothers love the babies? Surely 
they do! 

Today I want to tell you about the most 
wonderful Baby that has ever been born 
into this world, the little Lord Jesus. He 
was a tiny Baby, and looked like other tiny 
babies, but he was different. 

Your baby brothers and sisters began to 
live when they were born into your fam- 
ilies. Jesus was God’s Son, and he had 
lived somewhere (we don’t know where) 
with God before he came to Bethlehem to 
be a baby. He became a little baby, born 
with a_ loving mother, and grew up just 
as you little children grow up, and. after 
awhile he became a man. 

Then he died on the cross to save us 
from our sins. That was what he came 
to this world to do. He came because he 
loved every one of us. He knew when he 
came to earth that he would die on the 
cross, 

John calls Jesus the “Word,” because he 
came to tell us about the Father. We use 
words when we tell people things, don’t 
we? So God sent his own Son, his Word, 
to. become a person and live among men, 
to tell us of God’s love for us. 

That’s what our Golden Text means, 
“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
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among us.” As you print this on your 
cards, let this verse remind you that God’s 
own Son was born in Bethlehem. 

God sent an angel to Mary to tell her 
that her baby would be God’s Son, Then 
God sent John the Baptist to preach to the 
people and tell them God’s Son was coming. 
Then God put a star in the heavens to 
guide the wise men to Bethlehem, and sent 
the angels to tell the shepherds that Jesus 
was born. 

Everybody should believe it, but some peo- 
ple have never heard about it. I wonder 
if you can’c tell some of them. How many 
will? Raise your hands! 

Mopesto, Ca tir, 





| Children at Home | 


Christmas Birds 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HE black-purple sky was aflame with 
winter stars. Suddenly from where our 
car was parked in the woods, one of our 
party imitated exactly the deep-toned triple 
hoot of the great-horned owl. Three times 
the sound echoed through the silent woods. 





- Then, at last, from among the gaunt trees, 


it was answered by the guttural croak 
which a horned owl sometimes gives when 
suddenly aroused. 

That single note, long before the faint- 
est dawn-streak showed in the east, scored 
for us the first bird of that winter day. 

Ornithologists from New Jersey, New 
York, and Pennsylvania were making their 
annual Christmas bird-census on that twen- 
ty-sixth day of December, and there was 
great rivalry as to which state would se- 
cure the largest list of birds seen or heard 
during the twenty-four hours of that day. 

A little later in another patch of woods 
I was selected to imitate the call of a 
screech owl, my sole ornithological accom- 
plishment. Twice and three times the wail- 
ing notes shuddered through the still air. 
Then faint and far away there came an 
answer, and we started back to our inn 
knowing that we had scored for our team 
two of the most difficult birds. to locate 
on a winter bird-walk. 

We routed out the rest of the party from 
their warm bed: in time for an early break- 
fast. There were thirty-seven observers 
altogether, and they were divided into 
groups and tkcir territory assigned to them. 

Our quartette had a stretch of woods and 
fields with a strip of ocean front where 
we found ring-billed gulls, American. mer- 
gansers, a great-blue heron, and a black 
duck, 

Before we started, our landlady showed 
us a pretty sight. Her little inn was 
situated on a lonely part of the beach, 
and when the crowd had left she went out 
with a pan fuil of stale bread and scattered 
it on the deserted boardwalk. Instantly 
from all ovcr the ocean front came flapping 
and mewing, a great flock of herring gulls. 
Some of them were veteran sky-pirates 
with pearl-gray, black-tipped wings, and 
white heads and tails, Others were black- 
blotched second-year birds and dusky brown 
birds in their first year on the wing. 

One and all gathered around her like 
chickens coming to be fed, and as she scat- 
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tered their food those wild, free birds of 
the sea scuffled and scrabbled for the bread 
like barnyard fowl. 

From the inn we motored to our assigned 
territory, and on the way identified four 
hawks: the Cooper’s with a long tail and 
short, broad wings; that little falcon, the 
sparrow-hawk with its long tail and long, 
narrow wings; a red-tailed with his short, 
broad tail and broad fringed wings; and 
the marsh-hawk with a white rump patch, 
beside a great turkey vulture, and a cream- 
colored barn-owl flying out of a dead tree 
pursued by a flock of screaming crows. 

In a dense patch of woods we came to 
an eagle’s nest, a wagon-load of sticks in 
the top of a dead tree, and while we were 
staring up at it, high overhead soared the 
king of birds himself with his white head 
and snowy tail. . 

A winter-bound flicker flew past with his 
dipping up-and-down flight, and in the same 
woods we found the downy and hairy wood- 
peckers, the blue jay, and the mourning 
dove, and the gentle little Carolina chicka- 
dee, a little smaller than the black-capped, 
Northern chickadee which is found in 
Pennsylvania. 


The tufted titmouse, that sleek, drab lit- 


tle bird with a crest, was another resident 
of those woods, together with golden 
crowned kinglets, flocks of winter-bound 
robins, hundreds of myrtle warblers feed- 
ing on bayberries, and a few bluebirds. 

In the withered grass of the meadows 
we found meadow-larks and red-wing black- 
birds. In a flock of the latter we saw 
one sleek bird with a brown head, the cow- 
bird, who lays her eggs in other birds’ 
nests. ‘ 

Then came a notable discovery. On a 
dead tree I spied five black birds with 
white eyes and short tails, giving curious 
split notes, and we identified them as rusty 
blackbirds, rarely ever seen at Cape May 
in winter. A cardinal showed blood-red 
in a cedar tree, and we saw a flock of 
goldfinches, and not far from them several 
siskin, looking much like the goldfinches, 
except that they had streaked breasts. 

Farther on we crossed a frozen swamp 
and came upon a huge brown muskrat, large 
as an ordinary cat, hurrying across the ice. 
One of our party tried to catch him. The 
big rat rushed at him fiercely, and, just 
as we expected a fight to the death, dis- 
appeared in a hole in the ice which none of 
us had seen, 

After the muskrat episode we fattened 
our list with many common birds, and the 
total list of all of the Philadelphia observers 
was one hundred and eleven, a very credit- 
able record for a winter day, and which I 
am proud to report overtopped New York’s 
one hundred and six and New Jersey’s one 
hundred and seven. 

The last bird of the day and our™ last 
adventure was in the winter twilight in the 
wind-torn woods where frozen pools 
gleamed here and there like patches of 
tarnished silver. - We followed in single 
file a wood-path among the saffron trees 
and across cobalt-blue drifts of snow which 
made the thickets look like pools of ink. 

Suddenly from under the feet of the last 
man, a woodcock started up on whimpering 
wings, and in a long, low parabola dis- 
appeared in the dusk. Two of us had 
passed within six inches of the bird, but 
the browns of its plumage had blended with 
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the dry leaves so perfectly that we never 
saw it. The last man had swung out a 
little from the path and would have actually 


stepped on the squatting bird if it had not ° 


flown. 

The last of the spent day flared out 
against the winter sky in a rust-red glow 
as we started back to the car, following 
the blurred silver of the frozen river. As 
the night came down the purple sky was 
dusted with pale-gold stars. Low against 
the western horizon, all violet and ama- 
ranth, the newest of new moons showed a 
clear gold deepening to a dusky crimson 
as it reached the shadows which arched 
the horizon. For an instant it hung there 
and then sank, leaving one horn above the 
rim of the earth. When ¢hat sank out of 
sight, our day with the winter birds was 
over, 

Haverrorp, Pa. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Jenuary 10. Resisting Dishonest and Vicious 
Advertising. Prov. 12 : 22. 





Sunday, January 3 
Whither Bound, Youth? 
(Prov. 16:3; 8 : 32-36) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Paul’s aim in life (Phil. 1 : 21). 

Tues.—A supreme aim (Phil. 3 : 7-11). 

Wed.—Bound for Heaven (1 Pet. 1 : 3-5). 

Thurs.—Keep away from evil-doers (Prov. 
1 : 10-19). 

Fri.—Traveling Heavenward (Heb. 11 : 13- 


16). 
Sat.—Our eternal home (Rev. 21 : 1-7). 











AST week we looked back over the 
year that had gone. This week swe 
turn to the year that is ahead, and ask 
ourselves the question, “Whither bound?” 
Not all of us will be heading for the 
same port in 10937. The sailing orders 
that we receive from the Owner for some 
will read preparation for life work on the 
mission field; for others, preparation for 
the ministry; for others, taking up the re- 
sponsibility of a home; for some, enter- 
ing into business; for some, they will call 
for the carrying on in the same place in 
which the last year has been spent. It 
may be that some of us may be instructed 
to sail under sealed orders, not knowing 
yet what the Owner has in mind for us, 
but going forward in obedience to his 
commands as far as we have light. 
But of one thing we may be absolutely 
sure,— God has not failed to design a 
plan for each one of us, and he has prom- 
ised to reveal that plan, step by step, as 
far as is necessary, if we will go to him 
for instructions. Let us be sure that we 
do not set sail on this new year ‘without 
having gone to him for orders (Eph. 2: 
10; Jas. 1:5). 


But before a ship sets sail on a voyage, 
it is the custom to go through the pro- 
cedure known as “sounding -the vessel.” 
This consists of swinging the vessel first 
one way and then the other so that her 
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compass may be hacia by te points, 
such as prominent landmarks, or light- 
houses, or beacons. Thus it is determined 
whether or not her compass points due 
north regardless of the vessel’s position. 
Our young people’s meeting of last week 
should help us to check up whether or not 
our lives are pointing Godward or self- 
ward. The Bible is an excellent check as 
to the condition of our compass. 1937 
will be a year of failure and disappoint- 
ment, or even disaster, unless in every 
test or crisis as well as in the calm, un- 
troubled days our eyes are fixed upon the 
author and finisher, or perfecter, of our 
course (Heb. 12:1, 2). 
ve 
However, the compass may point ever 
so truly, and yet a ship may go off its 
course. So we find God’s Word constantly 
enjoining Christians to watchfulness. We 
need to look at the compass not only at 
the beginning of the voyage, but day by 
day, as we go to God in prayer in the 
morning watch, asking for direction and 
strength for the day. 
ve 
Doubtless each of us has noticed a sign 
on the door of the pilot house of most 
ships. It reads, “No Admittance.” It is 
intended to keep out those who, by con- 
versation or other means, would distract 
the ones upon whom rests the responsi- 
bility for guiding the ship. Have you a 
“No Admittance” sign upon your life that 
will keep out those companions or those 
things that would draw your attention away 
from the course? Some of them may be 
very engaging and entertaining, but they 
have no place in our hearts if we would 
follow our course through safely. Some 
may be definitely harmful. 


ve 

But there is One who must be in our 
pilot house if we would avoid the rocks 
and the shoals, and find the harbor lights 
of our true destination. He has been over 
the course before, and he knows all the 
dangers. Is his hand on the wheel of 
your life unhindered, or do you only let 
him take the wheel occasionally? Per- 
haps you have even shut him out of the 
pilot house, and have insisted upon steer- 
ing your own course. Why not let him 
in, in 1937, and learn the joy and blessing 
of a life controlled by the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

b4 

And as we set sail on this new year, 
may it not be well for us to keep in mind 
that our destination is not the sea, it is 
the harbor? As young people, we are in 
danger of thinking that life is the goal 
of living. But if we are following care- 
fully the chart and the pilot rules God has 
given us in his Word, we shall be deeply 





conscious that this life is only the sea 
over which we journey to that harbor of 
eternity that is infinitely better than any- 
thing this life has to offer us. There are 
many joys that God would have us experi- 
ence along the way. But they do not 
compare with the things he has prepared 
for us. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared - for 
them that love him” (1 Cor. 2:9). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Honoring D. L. Moody 


Sie glorious life of D. L. Moody, that 
finds its lengthening shadow in the Bible 
school of his founding, the Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago, is being brought to 
mind increasingly through the years 1936 
and 1037. The first year has been used 
in celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of 
its founding, and the year 1937 will wit- 
ness a world-wide celebration of the cen- 
tenary of the birth of the great evangelist 
and Christian educator. 

Fittingly, the Moody Bible Institute has 
taken the initiative in promoting suitable 
recognition of the Christian warrior whose 
evangelistic ministries in Great Britain and 
America added untold thousands to the 
ranks of the redeemed, and awakened sleep- 
ing or indifferent professors of the Chris- 
tian faith to vital action. 

As to the Jubilee: the past year has 
meant thousands of added friends for the 
Moody Bible Institute and its work, thou- 
sands of prayer helpers who have pledged 
faithful intercession for a number of spir- 
itual objectives, and, as an initial action, 
on last February 2 nearly six hundred 
churches in the United States and six other 
lands, celebrated “Moody Day” with heart- 
kindling services that resulted in the sal- 
vation of many souls, and in otherwise 
awakening interest in things that were fore- 
most in Mr. Moody’s life—the study of 
the Word of God, and the winning of souls. 

Looking forward, another “Moody Day” 
is anticipated for a much wider observance 
on February 7, 1937. It is hoped that no 
less than one thousand pastors and churches 
will join in the concert of thought and 
prayer and action that can only mean spir- 
itual good to all who participate. 

A. F. Gaylord, Director of the D. L. 
Moody Centenary Celebration, is eager to 
co-operate with all interested pastors, and 
will send without charge to each one who 
will promise to observe the day two in- 
forming and factual books, “The Shorter 
Life of D. L. Moody,” by Paul D. Moody 
and A, P. Fitt, and “Why God Used D. L. 
Moody,” by Dr. R. A. Torrey. 

Other literature will be made. available, 
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“Tell Us a Story” 


is the plea not only of little folks, 
but of young people, too, as evi- 
denced by the eagerness with which 
they seize upon anything to read. 








Purveyors of filth and poison are 
quick to grasp the opportunity this 
desire affords by flooding our book 
and magazine stands with their 
wares, cleverly and attractively 
masked in the guise of realism, 
beauty, hygiene, and the like. 


Are you awake to the opportunity 
that Curistian YoutuH offers you 
to place in the hands of your young 
folks clean, wholesome, attractive 
reading material? 


One reader of Curistran Yours, 
the Sunpay ScHoot Trmes weekly 
paper for teen age youth, says: 


“I value CuHristrAN YoutH 
very much for the clean, whole- 
some stories, and Bible work, as 
well as the Sunday school les- 
son,” 


Another writes, “The issue of 
CurIstiaAN YouTtH for 
with the story alone is 
worth more than a year’s sub- 
scription.” 








Still another says, “My class 
likes the stories, I am thankful 
the stories are of an uplifting 
nature, and help to impress the 
various problems of right and 
wrong upon young people.” 


But CuristrAN YoutH is not 
only a story paper. It also brings 
to your young people each week a 
sound, Scriptural study of the In- 
ternational Uniform Sunday School 
Lesson designed especially for 
youth; Bible puzzles; a discussion 
of the Christian Endeavor topics; 
nature and how-to-make-it articles ; 
and the like. 


You may try it for ten weeks for 
only ten cents a pupil. Please use 
coupon attached below. By the 
year, CurisTIAN YOUTH costs 52 
cents a subscription, when mailed 
in packages of five or more to one 
address. Single subscriptions are 
75 cents each. 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Please send me. ..... .copies of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH for ten weeks for 
my class or school, for which I enclose 
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and a supply of the “Moody Centenary 
Song Book,” a collection of seventy-two 
of the highly popular Gospel songs of the 
Moody-Sankey evangelistic period, will be 
provided without charge. Sixty thousand 
have been used during the past year. 

Communications should be addressed to 
A. F. Gaylor, the Moody Bible Institute, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago. 





With the New Books 


Pioneering in Kwangsi. By Walter H. 
Oldfield. (Christian Publications, Inc., Har- 
risburg, Pa. $1.) Forty years ago the 
Chinese province of Kwangsi lay in utter 
spiritual darkness. But the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance heard and accepted the 
challenge of this vast field and soon estab- 
lished border outposts, manned by mission- 
ary heroes who “counted not their lives 
dear unto themselves.” From these the 
Gospel light spread forth until thousands 
had received its message. Today there are 
in the province sixty-five Alliance churches, 
some of which are entirely self-supporting. 
In presenting the detailed record of this 
blessed achievement, Dr. Oldfield has 
sought first of all to magnify the work of 
the Lord Jesus Christ among the Chinese, 
Mohammedans, and tribesmen; second, to 
compile a study text which should describe 
the land and its people, its religions and 
history. Only one of the twenty-eight 
chapters is devoted to the work of other 
societies, but the book is admirably adapted 
for supplemental reading in connection with 
a general mission study course. At the 
end is the heart-moving honor roll of the 
South China Christian and Missionary Al- 
liance Mission. 


The Ephesian Letter Doctrinally Con- 
sidered. By Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D. 
(Loizeaux Bros., New York, $1.) Paul’s 
Letter to the Ephesians is one of the rich- 
est doctrinal statements in the New Testa- 
ment. It is to many also one of the most 
involved and compact Epistles. It is a 
writing that needs an expositor. So we 
welcome Dr. Chafer’s clarifying work. It 
is the result of years of fruitful study. He 
has specialized on a doctrinal treatment of 
the Epistle. Both as a Christian teacher 
and writer Dr. Chafer has won for himself 
the confidence and appreciation of many 
faithful Christians. A perusal of his study 
of Ephesians will win him added gratitude. 
His style is simple, his logic is clear, and 
his treatment of difficult passages is that 
of one who aims to reveal the glories of 
the grace of God and the duties of the 
Christian life. It is a book any Christian 
should be glad to add to his library. 


Marsh Island Mystery. By Maristan 
Chapman. (D. Appleton-Century Co., New 
York, $2.) Given three wide-awake boys 
and a hound dog in the mountain country 
of Tennessee, and one is bound to find 
fun, adventure, and excitement. The three 
principal characters, Vester Lane, Sadler 
Jones, and Dale Gillow, you may have 
met before in earlier books by Mary Ilsley 
Chapman and John Stanton.Chapman, col- 
laborating under the pen name of “Mari- 
stan: Chapman.” This time there is a new 
character, Harry Linden from Boston. 

The boys little suspected that their grand- 
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father’s summons to come at once, which 
interrupted their preparations for a camp- 
ing trip, would lead to so many hair-rais- 


‘ing adventures. But when they learned 


that the pony their father had purchased 
for them had been stolen, together with 
Tennessee Thompson’s horses, they set out 
to find the thief. Captures, escapes, raids 
in the dark, the firing of Tennessee Thomp- 
son’s property, a thrilling search on the 
river by boat all follow in quick succession, 
and the swift action and keen interest 
carry one along to the very last page. You 
will want to learn how Dale Gillow’s skill 
at fishing stood him in good stead at a 
very tense moment, and also how Sadler 
Jones’ love for reading helped to unravel 
a mysterious message, If you have not 
met these Tennessee characters before, you 
have an additional treat in store for you 
in their quaint dialect and curious sayings 
and customs. 


ge 
Who's Who in America 


Volume 19, 1936-1937. Edited by AIl- 

bert Nelson Marquis. (A. N. Mar- 

quis Co., 919 N. Michigan Ave., Chi- 
cago, $8.85.) 


O YOU know what Dr. W. B. Riley’s 

full name is, when he was born, and 
what are his degrees, the titles of some of 
his books, and his present work? Dr. Riley 
is known and loved by multitudes of Chris- 
tian people, but how many could give this 
information accurately? All of this and 
much more concerning Dr. Riley’s life and 
work can be found in this latest edition of 
“Who’s Who in America,” and it is typical 
of the facts given concerning the 31,434 
people recorded in this valuable reference 
work. Over 2,700 entirely new sketches 
have been added to this nineteenth volume, 
and it contains 2,880 pages. It is issued 
every two years, and back of this edition 
lie thirty-seven years of continuous and 
painstaking research. 

It is inspiring to look through these 
pages, for while the sketches give only the 
main facts of each person’s life in outline 
form, yet between the lines one can read 
stories of perseverance and heroic achieve- 
ment. Here is Clarence Hawkes, lecturer 
and author, of Hadley, Mass., who lost a 
leg at 10, has been totally blind since 15, 
but has written many books and contributed 
many stories to magazines; Judge James 
C.. Needham of Modesto, Calif., president 
of the “Covered Wagon Baby Club” (over 
100 babies were born in covered wagons 
prior to 18609, before the building of the 
Union Pacific Railroad; Will Croft Barnes, 
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor 
“for bravery in action against Apache 
Indians” in 1881.. Every one knows the 
name of Richard Evelyn Byrd, the arctic 
explorer, but few realize how numerous 
are his interesting accomplishments in his 
life of forty-eight years. 

But the Christian reader may ask, What 
about the men and women whom I know 
best? Yes, their names are here also: 
H. A. Ironside, Lewis Sperry Chafer, W. 
L. Pettingill, J. Gresham Machen, A. C. 
Gaebelein and his son, Frank E. Gaebelein, 
Paul Rood, James Oliver Buswell, D. G. 
Barnhouse, Will H. Houghton, William R. 
Newell, R. C. McQuilkin, Grace Living- 
ston Hill, Zenobia Bird, and many, . many 
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others. (The volume includes only the 
names of living persons.) 

In addition to the main body of this 
volume, there are other useful features. 
The qualifications for admission to “Who’s 
Who in America” are explained; there is 
a list of abbreviations used in the book; 
a very interesting study of the educational 
equipment of the persons listed; a geo- 
graphical index, which groups by state and 
post office address all the names in the 
book, making it easy to find the names for 
any particular section or locality; and sug- 
gestions as to how “Who’s Who” may be 
used in giving assignments in English and 
History courses in school. 

Here is an indispensable reference book 
for editorial offices,’ writers, publishing 
houses; school, college, and public libraries, 
and one that will greatly facilitate the work 
of ministers and teachers and other Chris- 
tian workers. 

ve 


Two Well Known 
Music Publishers Unite 


if Senry merger of the Hall-Mack Company 
and the Rodeheaver Company is one 
of the most important steps in the develop- 
ment of sacred music that has occurred 
for many years. Business will be continued 
both in Philadelphia and in Chicago at the 
old addresses under the name, “The Rode- 
heaver Company.” 

For many years, The Hall-Mack Com- 
pany has been one of the most outstanding 
publishers of music for Sunday schools 
as well as for public schools. It will be 
recalled that several years ago The Adam 
Geibel Music Company was merged with 
The Hall-Mack Company, making the lat- 
ter one of the leading companies in this 
field. C. Austin Miles has been the music 
editor for years and continues to write 
many songs which are used in Sunday 
schools and also in the public schools, 

The Rodeheaver Company has just com- 
pleted twenty-five years of service to the 
churches in the publication of sacred songs. 
During the first fifteen years they were 
known largely as publishers of evangelistic 
music, but during the last ten years they 
have been giving more special attention 
to the needs of Sunday schools and regular 
church services. The general character 
of music published by this company has 
been meeting more and more of the require- 
ménts of the leaders in religious education 
and of pastors who require a dignified type 
of music for their evening church service, 
and other special services, and yet music 
that has sufficient emphasis upon rhythm, 
and a lilt in both rhythm and melody that 
appeals to even more people than the ex- 
clusive use of the more dignified hymns. 

The Rodeheaver Company continues to 
publish song books for almost every char- 
acter of meeting, and now is in a better 
position ‘than ever before to serve the 
churches of America. 


A Still Wider Distribution of 
“The Reason Why” 


N RESPONSE to the announcement in 
the Times of November 21, dozens of 
requests for “The Reason Why” have been 
coming in daily from many parts of the 
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country —for distribution in hospitals, 
prisons, stores, literature racks, and even 
for distribution. on a rourid-the-world voy- 
age. 

The announcement is repeated here, in 
the hope that hundreds of others may take 
advantage of this offer. 

This booklet, consisting of sixty-four 
pages, with an attractive cover, has been 
mentioned in the Trmes on several differ- 
ent occasions; it was Ralph Norton’s 
favorite tract, and in fact he distributed 
copies of it during his last days in the 
hospital before his Home-going. 

It was written my Mr. R. A. Laidlaw, a 
Christian business man of New Zealand, for 
the benefit of his own employees. Later it 
was put into booklet form, and has now 
had a distribution of several million copies 
in this country and in other lands. It ses. 
forth the plan of salvation in simple and 


- convincing language, and has been used in 


remarkable ways to lead others to Christ. 
“Through a special fund provided by the 
author, THe Sunpay ScnHoot Times is 
glad to undertake the distribution of 50,- 
000 copies especially prepared for this pur- 
pose. 

It is hoped that readers of the Times 
will make possible the wisest distribution 
by first acquainting themselves with the 
leaflet, and asking for additional copies, to 
be handed on to friends who need just this 
sort of message. 

The Times will be glad to send, without 

charge, any number of copies up tc 50, to 
any reader upon request,— please specify 
the exact quantity desired. If larger quan- 
tities than this can be carefully distributed 
by any reader, special requests for such 
amounts will gladly be considered. - The 
logical and forceful manner in which this 
is written makes it a booklet that can be 
handed to the man on the street, or to a 
friend or business acquaintance. 
' Please address all inquiries to the Special 
Book Department, The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 


uF 
“Cleanse the Lepers”’ 


EY ERY man’s hand is against the leper. 
Often he is stoned and driven off into 
the jungle where he either starves to death 
or is eaten by wild beasts. The American 
Mission to Lepers helps support 190 col- 
onies throughout the world. The small 
sum of $10 will save a human life. 

Every day little children become infected 
because a diseased mother is not properly 
cared for. Thirty dollars will care for 
a child for a year and probably cure it, 
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while $40 will do the same for the mother. 
One dollar will feed a patient for a month; 
$2 will buy a warm blanket, 

A hospital can be built for, as low as 
$1,000, a church for $500, to be named by: 
the donor. What could be more worth- 
while to give as a memorial or to perpet- 
uate a family name? Christ said, “Cleanse 
the lepers.” 

Gifts should be sent to The American 
Mission to Lepers, Room 1118P, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York. 


An Opportunity to Hear 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harkness 


FTER an extended transcontinental re- 

cital tour of seven months, Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Harkness have returned to 
their home in Pasadena, Calif. During the 
winter and spring months they will be 
engaged in presentations of the Gospel 
message in music, song, and story in and 
around the Los Angeles area. These well- 





TOPICAL DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


Suitable for Private Study or Family Worship 
Offered by the 
INTERNATIONAL BIBLE READING ASSOCIATION 
Annual Subscription 36 cents — groups of zo or 
more a5 cents. 
MISS L. J. DOBBINS, Hon. Dist. Sec. 
124 Homestead Avenue wood, N. J. 
Or Mr. E. H. Oxford, Hon. Sec B. RL A,, 
5, Old Bailey, London, ‘ec 4 


New York Jewish Mission 


There are two million Jews in New York without the 
Gospel. Our mission is a faith work, seeking to meet 
this Thallenge by aggressive open air evangelism, chapel 
——- and personal work among students and others. 

bscribe for our ‘‘JEWISH RUSSIONA Y MAGA- 
ZINE. ** $1.00 a year. Sample - Hs 


THOMAS M. CHALMERS 
2654 MARION AVENUE NEW YORK,N.Y. 








John 3: 16 “Principles ot Bitte shost Teopiae” 

A wonderful book for’ teachers 1 who desire wr become bet- 

ter teachers in efficient, } d teaching. 

No teacher can study this book and be the same teacher 

afterwards, amid cents a 907, pa stpaid. 

General roe 6 Ce., 21 Liv’ Mises Ave. acne N.Y. 
at wWinneth souls is wis 








A Whole Year for 1.00 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure! 


&@ Write for Special iptreductory Prices 
for Sunday Schools 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 





We kindly solicit your co-operation in evangeliz- 


ing in Western Canada. 

Your pray an manc heip is urgently 

needed. (Est. 26 years). Please communicate 

ith Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Western Canada Mission 

to the Jews, 158 Aikins St., bday e Canada. 
(Genesis 12:8) (Hosea 4:9) 
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known ‘Gospel. musicians ‘present a. spiritual 


message centering in ‘the. finished: work: of” 


_ the cross. ey ask. for .no financial guar- 
antee for except that “an 
offering be perk “their works: 

Pastors: and others ih the Southern Cali- 
fornia jarea who wotld like to avail them+ 
selves of this: fine opportunity to have an 
evening of Gospel music, should write to 
Robert*Harkness, P. O. Box 204, South 
Pasadena, Calif, 


For Family co 


By Emest M. Wadsworth 








‘Lessdie, issued by the International Sunday 
~ School Lesson Committee, 
December 28 to January 3 
Mon.—John 11-9, The Light of Men. 
Prayer Succestions > “The True Light.” 
The world is full of deceiving lights. 
Satan gives lights, but they are lights that 
go out and leave tlie possessors in dark- 
ness. The True Light which “lighteth 
every man” is Christ, He is the Light of 
be 
FOR CHURCHES 


Revell’s Sica: shape a 


Accounts always au- 
dited and correct. 





Treasurers’ Sneints Ter. 
saving weekly envelope 
system, 
Records 1, foe 434 wube. in, one 
430 subs. a3, capes 
(SELF-PROVING)  $3.75;'2674 sube. 


a 
THE Son Se 
the world. We see the’; of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ, ~ , come, let 
us walk-in the light ys Lord.”: Pray 
for Wheaton College, Wheaton, 10, 
Tues—John 1 * 22-16. The Incarnation. 

PRAYER “SUGEESTIONS : “He was in the 
world,” God the Son bee a partaker 
of flesh and blood. His apbearance in this 
world in Huma form for. our redemption 
constitutes God’s greatest kindness. He 
tabernacled among “us in a body of humilia- 
tion. -His life and workin this world 
was the medium of out salvation, and his 
coming again will be the means of our 
glorification. Pray forthe Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago. 


Prayer SuGcestions: “It behoved him.” 
The depths of our Lord’s condescension 
become’ the gauge of his saving work. By 
the sacrifice of himself he not only put 
away our sin, but binds-us to himself with 
love bonds eternal, His free salvation puts 
us under a debt of love which ages of 
the ages cannot discharge. “To Him I 
owe my life and breath, and all the joys 
I have.” Pray for Juniata College, Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa. 

Thurs.—Philippians 2: 1-11. The Servant Lord. 

Prayer Succestions: He “took upon 
him the form of a servant.” Behold the 
Lord of Glory in the form of man, and 
in the lowest position among men, “the 
form of a servant.” He became a nobody, 
that we, by his grace, might become some- 
thing for him. Because we love high so- 
cial position, he became “of no reputation.” 
Satan became incarnate in a serpent, but 
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Deceivers “Gonfess not that Jesus Christ 
is cothe inthe flesh. Pray for Columbia 
Bible College, Columbia, S.C. 
Fri.—2 Timothy 1: 3-14. ‘The Gospel of Life. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “Our Saviour.” 
Consider the person and grace of Christ. 
Note the blessings brought to wus in the 
Gospel. Think of the glorious future pro- 
vided for you in having, like himself, “im- 
mortality dwelling in Light.” Deathlessneéss 
in a body like his own glorious body will 
be the perfection of our joy through the 
perfection ‘of his “finished work.” Pray for 
Toronto “Bible College, Toronto, Can, 


Sat.—John 14:7-11. Oneness. with the Father. 

Prayer Succestions: “I and my Father 
are one” (John 10:30). Christ was and 
is equal with God. In sovereignty, dig- 
nity, authority, and power, he wears the 
titles of Deity. His works are thé works 
of God. His words, the Word of God. 
“Jehovah’s fellow” whose goings forth have 
been from of old, by whom are all things, 
and for whom are all things, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, is our object of worship. Pray 
for the Los Angeles Bible Institute, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 


Sun.—Hebrews 1 : 1-9. 
through the Son. 
Prayer Succestions: “God... hath... 
spoken . . . by his Son.” The ‘speech of 
Christ is the Word of God. In his words 
we have God’s last speech spoken audibly 
to this world as a whole. His Word is 
the vocabulary of Christianity. All teach- 
ing not derived from Christ is without 
authority. His Word is life. Pray for 
the Prairie Bible Institute, Three Hills, 
Alberta, Can. 








ship aid for their son. 
and is now a senior in medical college. 


field, Who can say that h 


kind of Christian education? 


prepare them-for Christian leadership in co 











Help Develop Christian Leaders! 


IS parents are missionaries in Egypt. ae of Stony Brook they applied for scholar- 
He entered the scho 

His name today is on the bronze plaque that memorializes the hea 
standing. After leaving Stony Brook, he went to college, finished his course in three years, 


What will he do upon graduation? Medical missions are calling him back to the foreign 
aire Chistian training at Stony Brock was not used in conserving 
this Gpusranding young man for the great cause of Christian missions? 


Have you often prayed that some word or act of yours might 
help an able, ambitious boy to grow up to be a strong, Christian 
leader? Have you often felt that one of the greatest things you 
could do on this earth would be to help such a bc, secure the right 


Other men and women are finding joy and satisfaction in helping rosy-cheeked, clear- 
eyed, fun-loving boys at Stony Brook School prepare for college in a fatth-strengthening 
instead ofa faith-destroying atmosphere. The school tries to give them able tea: hers, thorough 
courses, and. wholesome, paren ae ming school activities. But more than that it trics to 

lege anc life. 

The demand for the Christian education that Stony Brook offers is 
now near the limit of accommodations. The school needs more support — 
sys support. Will you he!p pay the tuition of some boy this year? He may 

be the son of a missionary or Christian worker— or he may be a layman's 
boy who will be‘a stalwart Christian leads: of the next generation. 


WRITE TO THE HEADMASTER FOR 
MORE INFORMATION. 


YOUR CHECK WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED, 


tony Brook School 


Please mention THe Sunpay ScHoort Times 


Prank E. Garpevein, Litt.D., Headmaster, Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 


and was given a large amount of help. 
boys in scholastic 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 


te these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year, 

52 cents—Five or more copies, ina 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company _ 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa.. 
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